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On SERITSN 


To the Reader. 


Os that reade, what you would 
be, I kriow not ; what you would 
net be , you know your ſel! e : But 
(&- what yeu ſjvenld be, God knowes: 
Pg But fur my ſche, I haue feunde 
what :5 beſt tobe, and ſowiſhe 
ether, except they nencher knows whit they ſhould 
be:nor well wi.at they would ,or weuld net be:Scorne 
# net beezuſe 1t is 1m werſe or rime, for if vow will 
reade 1t,vou mare perhaps frnae more pleaſure and 
proſit im it, then a worſe prece of proſe : not te per. 
wWaae you 1) any thing 7, further then yeur Ueing ; : 
[ leaue the cenſure of it, to your diſcretion, and my 
better Labcurs as they fall ent, t2 your further con 
teni. And ſc, loath to make yu beleeue mere, then 
perhaps you | ball frade, hoping, that nomar: will be 
angry with his owne ſhadowe, nor ſaic ( meanlicg 
mz) when hee com's to.4 foot pornt: But take the veſt 
and lexus the worſt, and break nine of the pal:, as 
kinde hearts doe in the Country: 1 reſt,ns you may 
ſee 1n my Diſceurſe, what | wont ', nd weoula not 
bee : and without wou'l not, wen's bee a5 lDould 


be. 


Your friend and vwell-willer, 
B. N. 
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| 
W OVLD. 


And would not. 


7X 
Would I had,as much as might be had, 
Ot v ealthy wiſhes,to the woldes content : 
That I might live,all like aluſly Ladde, 
And (cond the world, and care nothow it went: 
Bur eate,and drinke,and ſleepe, and fing, and play, 
Andioin pleaſures, paſſe my time aw ay, 


2, 

And yet Twould not : for too wealthy then, 

I ſhould be troubled with a world of toyes : 
Kinred,Companions, Troups of Seruing-men ; 

Faſhion-Deuiſers,Fooles,and Guirles,& Boyes: 
Fidlers,and lefters, Monkeys, Apes, Babounes, 

Drunckards,and Swaggerers,and ſuch trouble. 

« (towns, 


I, 

Beſides, I ſhould forget to finde the way, 

That leades the Soule to her Eternall bliſſe; 
And then my fate were at a wofull ſtay, 

No, | would wiſh, a better world hen this, 
And in AiGtions, here on Farth to dwell, (hell, 

Rather then ſceke my Heau'n onearth, & run by 

A3 | 


\ 


COE Y 


I would, and yet I woul! not. 


I would I were a man offach deepe wit, 

As mightviſcernethe depth of c 1-ry cauſe ; 
That whereſoere I did in !uJgement tit, 

I might be held a Note-500\e,in the [ 2wes, 
My braine mighe ſeem* a kinde of niiracle 

And cuery word [| [pake an O:acle, 


And yet I would not, for then, woe were me, 
1 ſhould be troubled wit 1 2a world of Caſes: 
Both rich and poore, would Hen n; Clients be, 
Some, with their pleaſing, ſonic ,*vith piteous fa- 
And when the Rich had letc their briberie, ces: 
I ſhouldaot reſt for Forms pauperie. 


6, 
I would I were a man of greateſt power, 
That ſwaies a Scepter,on this worlds great Maſſe: 
ThatI might fit on toppe of plexſures Tower, 
And make my will, my way, where ere I paſſe : 
That Lawe might haue her being from ed. 
My ſmile might be a life, my — mw; a death, 


And yet I would hen doe I feare, 
Enuy or Malice would berray ny truſt : 
And ſome vile ſpirit, though again!t the haire, 
Would ſecke to lay inine honorin the duſt, 
Treaſon,or Murther,would bcſct me (0: 
I hould not knowe, who were my friend, orfoe, 


No, 


1 would, amd yet 1 would not, 


8. 
No,I doe rather wiſh the Lowe efvate, 
And be an honeſt Man, of meane degree 
Be lou'd for good, and giue no cauſe ot hate , 
And clime no higher, then a Haw-thorne tree; 
Pay every man his owne, give Reaſon, right: 
And works all day, = take my reſt at night, 


32 
For ſure in Courtes,are worlds of coſtly Cares, 
That Comber Reaſon,in his courſe of reſt : 
Ler me bot learne, how thrift both ſpends & ſpares; 
And make cnough,as good as any feaſt, 
And faſt,and pray,my daies may haue good end, 
And welcome all,that pleaſeth God to ſend, 


10. 
IwouldI were the faireſt, ſweereſt Creature, 
That could be painted, with the pureſt Art : 
That Arte might wonder at the worke of Nature, 
How lo perfection made vp euery part, 
That euery Eye that ſaw mee,might admire mee, 
And cuery when a ot me,might defire me, 


Its 
And yet I would nor, for then,our alaſle, 
I ſhould be troubled with a world of fooles: 
When many a ſimple Idle headed Aﬀe, 
Would puthis wits vnto ſome Poers ſchooles, 
Tolearnc to make a verſe to flatter mee : 


As there were no ſuch louing foole as hee. 
No, 


Iwould, and ye I woidd wot. | 


Il, 
No,1 doe rather wiſh the lovely Browne, 
Where vertues Beauty makes the Inward faire 1 
Then be the gallane Gazer of the towne, | 
And make mige honor, but a Barbers Chaire : 
Whe none that had, with loſe of treaſure rride me, 
Once fiadling my toule [afide would abide me, 


13]. 
I would I were an Innoceat,a foole, 
That can do notbing elſe, but laugh or crie : 
And ete fat-meate,and nener gocto icloole; 
And be in loue, but with an Apple-pic : 
Weare a pide..Coare,a Cockes-Combe,und a Bell, 
And thinke it did become me paſling well, 


' 
And yet I wouldnor: Ren ſhould 1 not 
Diſcerne the difference, twixt the good & bad: 
Nor how the gaine of all che world is got, 
Nor whoare ſober, wiſe, nor who are mad, 
Nor inthe Truth of foilies ſence to lee ; 
Who's the foole now?rher's no ſuch foole as hee? 


If- 
I would I were a Fidler, <4 could play, 
Achouſand quauvers in a minutes ſpace: 
And ata Bridale, bravely leade the way, 
Before the Bride,and giue the Groome, a Grace, 
That I might ſhake the head, and (tare, and gape, 
And make a thouſand faces like an Ape, PEA 


1 would, and yet I would mos. 


16. 
And yet I would not:for ten to one 
My fiddle, or my fingers (hould notreft: 
But every lac ke 8 Lute would call vpon, 
Such Moris daunces as doe like him beſt : 
And cuery wagtzile with a wanton Eye, 
Would hang vpon me tor a Heidegy, 


17. 
I would 1 were a Cuckolce Wirtall Ae, (Saddle, 
And car'de not who d1d mount my Hackney 
Yet thinke | haue as true a loving L3ſſe 
Asere lay in Swadling Clouts or Cradle: 
And manerly goe tothe Church before her, (her 
And would not heare,how many did bewhore 


13, 
Andyerl would not:for then doel feare, (them 
My hornes would be ſo hard, I could not bide 
And whe their weight were more the 1 could beare 
Alas 1 know not what to doe to hide them, 
But every one would ſay in bitter ſcornes, 
Looke yonder goes a gallant paire of hornes. 


19, 

] would I were the arranit Cuckolde maker, 

That ever anſwerde tor his Aperne ſport: (her 
There ſhould not {cape a wench, but I would take 

And ſet her toher worke in ſuch a fort 
That all the world ſhould know, while 1 had health 

} would not fec an 1/1c Common-wealth, 
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Irwoulc,and yet I would nos. 


20, 
And yet T1 would not : for then doe 1 doube, 
Bride-well and 1, ſhould wreſtle for the Whippe : 
And once gotin,l hardly ſhould get out : 
Till 1 had ſoundly pay'd for 1 rully-Trippe, 
Whe all the Beggers in the {hreet would whoo mt, 
And do me all the ſhame, that they could dome, 


L 21, 
Fwould I were a moft notorious Thicke, 

That might affright all rrue men, where I goe: 
And when 1 made demaund, they right be briefe, 
That in their Budgets doe my bulines. knowe. 
And ſuch as tramaile, with concealed treature, . 

Should be but Stewards, to maintain my pleaſure, 


% 


22, 
And yet T would not:for then out of doubr, 
Some dogge,or diuel, would tor Coyne betray me : 
Some priuy learch,would ſurely finde me our, (me. 
O: Watch,or Warrant, ſome way ,would way-lay 
An1 being caughe. with Bills, & Clubb. s,& ftaucy, 
Rec pad, with a cue of bcaſtly Slaues, 


27. 
Ther. to the Tuſtice, brought with ſuch aToy, 
As if ſome Campe,or Galtle were turpritde : 


Who knowing how ſuch Stragglers doe deftroy, 
A world of wealth, hath prelently deuiſde, 
Vnto the Iaylers keeping to commend me: 


Where I mult ſtay,vacill the gallowes end rve. 
No, 


I would,-d yet I would nos. 


27, 
No, I had rather leade 2 Sin life, 
And feare to looke no true man in theface : 
keepe = poore houſe, maintaine an honeſt wife, 
Trauell no further then the Marker-place, 
On Sundayes coe ro Church,and home againe, 
And with my neighbors, drinke a pot, or twaine, 


26, 
I would I were a Tuggler,and could play 
A thouſand pranke> vpon a Pepper-corne: 
And draw the witt« s of Wy7zardes, ſo away, 
They all might wonder at a Bullockes- horne, 
And with their purles, runne and follow mee, 
To make them thinke they ſee, they doe notſee, 


27, 
Andyet T1 would not:for then well 1 know, 
Some Fye,or other, would my ſleights deſcrye: 
And to the world reueale my cunning fo, 
I could not anſwere for my Knauery, (crown, 
Bur ſome Curſt-queane, would either cracke my 
Oc Conſtable, would courſe me our of rown, 


23, 
1 would 1 were 2 * 1'y"%, 3nd conld grinde 
A hur dre! thouſand buſhells in an houre 2 
And ere my M ftcr and my Dawetrad oirde,, 
Re <lofely file hrog of a bagpe of Floure, 
And ſendit ro my Swect-hart, for tomake, 


A Putdding,-x IC, aPaſtcy, ora Cake, 
B 3 And 


=» 


I would,md yer 1 would nor. 


29. 
And yet I would not;leaft my Thumbes ſhould be 
Heldall roo great vypon my towhng-dith : 
4 Andiuchas did my fecret cunning ſce, 
vigkt curſe, and wiſhmee many a bitter wiſh : 
An! lay,vhenthey before the Mill. dore-(tand, 
Tic Millers-chumb's #5 broade as halte a hand, 


20, 
No, 11a rather fairely buye my. bread, 
And ſpend it as I get it honeſtly : 
Then ſcarcely ſleepe in quiet in my Bed, 
When I bur thinke ypon my lubrilty ; 
T olay the wenchalong vpon the Sacke, 
And ſteale her meale,cre ſhe had turn'd her back, 


I, 
I would I _ Os and could cur ' 
A mp——_— of Veluet out in ſhreads: 
And in my purſe,the money cloſely pur, 
While hmple hearts were beating of their !1eads, 
With |-bourst yle to keepe a poore eſtate, 
Like hoaclt Cxrberd, and his bony- Kare. 


33 
And yet I would nor: leaſt by falſhoods rrade, 
I ſhould be call'd a ſtealer, that's a thiefe: 
No, in no wiſe, by ſuch meanes to be made. 
A Mafter-workman,were too great a priefe, 
No, Letme rather be an honc{ yourh, 
That never ſtole a yarde of itutfc in truth, 


I would,and yet I would noe. 


33J» 
T would I were a Keeperof a Parke, 


To walke with my bent Croſſe-bow, & - hound, 
© 


To know my Game, and cl fely inthe dar 
To lay a barren-Doe vpon the ground 
Aad by my Vemzon, more then by my Feez, 


To tecd on berter meate then bread and cheeſe. 


34. 
And yer I would not :leaſt if I be ſpide, 
I might be turned quite out of my waike ; 
And afterwards more puniſhment abide, 
Then longs vnto alittle angry talke, 
And cauſe more miſchiefe after all, come to me, 
Then all the good the Does did cuer doe me, 


34- 
No , I had rather bee an honeſt Feeper, 
To walke my Parke,and looke vnto my Pales ; 
And not toplay the fluggard and the ſleeper, 
And holde my Land-lord vp with idle tales, 
Take but my Fee:, be merry with ny Dame, 
And ſo to gaine,and keepe an honeſt name, 


*6 
1 would 1 were a Collyer, might ſell Coles, 
And fill wy fackes a quarter tull of duſt: 

A-v bawing emptied them in ſome darke holes, 
$weare out my mcaſuretobefull, and iuft, 
Then laugh to thinke when I were gotten home, 

How I hay ccuzca'd a kinde-hearred CHonne, 


B 3 And 


——_ — —— — 


I would,andyet I wouldnor. 


37- 
And yet I would nor: leaſt by my blacke face, 
I might be held a Diuell then in deed : 
A14 foto doe my fellowes all diſgrace, 
When many a one the worſe for me (hould (peed, 
No, God forbid, let me be true and iuſt, 
While other hide,the Diuell 1n the duſt, 


38, 
1 would T were a Gardiner, and had skill, 
To Jigge and rake,& plant, and ſowe,and (lippe: 
The (aterpiller, and the Mowle to kill, 
To proyne my Trees,andall my (talks to ftrippe, 
And when toplucke my fruite, and ſowe my ſeeds, 
And how to keep mpGardein cleane fo weeds, 


29, 
And yet T wouldnot: for then ſhould I feare, 
Tac Thuefe, the Alowle,the Worm, & blaſting winder: 
I ſhould not ijooke about me any where, 
Rut I ſhould fhnde ſome croſſes in their kindes. 
My Plants would wither,or my ſeedes would rot, 
Or looſe in one yeare, more then cre I got, 


| 40 
No,1 would rather take the Markets happe, 
An pay my Coyne, & keepe my mindein quiet: 
An 1 what I bought,to bring home in mylappe, 
And when I co ne home, dr: fle it for my Dyct, 
Tben in my Garden, watch a Mowle or Mowee, 


Aud hauc an otherplanting 1a-my houſe, 


41.1 


1 would,and yet 1 would nos. 


I, 
T would I were a "OW... of ſuch Art, 
As like eFppelles, might abuſe the Eye: 
And to thelite,ſo ſer out everypart, (thereby, 
That ftraunge Conceits might bee deceiu'd 
And 1 might vie my penbill :n Roch ſort, 
As all the world ſhould never make revert, 


2 
And yetT would not : a then doe I feare, 
My heart might fall vpon Idolatry : 
For while my hand were drawing of a haire, 
I might be rapt into a thought too high, 
When thinking to behold an Angels face, 
Forget the Goel in an other nn 


43+ 
No, had rather onely learne to knowe, 
The difference of my Colours in their kindes : 
And haue a care,to ſet my ſhadowesſo, 
They may not be a hurt to bleſſed mindes, 
And vſe my penfill, on my cloath, and boord, 
And for what price I might my paiacs affoord, 


44- 
I would I were a Merchant of all wares, 
That 1 might furniſh all both Rich and poore:; 
And what ſhould tall vato the Beggars ſhares, 
I might have plenty,alwaies at my doore, 
My ſhoppe might be a Marker of tuch ſtare, 
As all the world may (tand and wonder at, 4 
An 


1 would and yet I 90... )- 


To 
And yet 1 would 0” 3 doe [ feare, 
I thould finde many a Begger in my booke: 
And when 1 could my mony not f©rb. rc, 
I might goc hang my credit on 4 hooke, 
When if bota To wne,and Connriy came voto mie, 
Laone,or both, ſome debtcrs wouly vndo mc. 


6, 
No.1 would rather be of men eats, 
Haue monry alwaies ready mn ny cheſt ; 

Be ſure to buy my wares at the beſtra;e, (beſt, 
Ani ſell good uffe,and lerue my friends the 
And coſen no man, with falſe weight nor mcaſure, 

But with true dealing make a poore mis treaſu. e, 


7. 
I would I were aprafiiſer in Phificke, 
Toknow my himples, Compounds, & my waters, 
To heale the Rume,the Tooth-ach and the Tifche, 
The Coughe,olde Aches, & ſuch other matters, 
That I might by my $skill in generall, 
Be held the Maiſter of the Vrinall, 


$, 
And be T would —_ then day nor night, 
I ſhould have quier ſcarcely in my bed : 
And in my Conſcience haue My many afrighe 
To heare my Patient ſuddenly were dead : ; 
When by A Vomir,l had burſt his heart, (part, 


Or pur 'gde his guttes out through the nether 
No, 


I would,and yet I would nos. 


49. 
No, I had rather bee 3n Herbalift, 
To know the vertue both of Hearbs & Rootes, 
Then be too belde and deiperate eAl-hywitt ; 
Tint ofte his weight and mealure ouer-ſhootes, 
And { >, by either want of Care, or skfll, 
la fteede of Carne, giue a K.lling-Pill, 


50. 
I would I were 2 high «A Tronemr, 


Tharcl might make my walke 1moag the ſtarres : 


And by my infight might fore-ſce a farre, 
What were to come,& talke of peace & warres 
Of liuts and deaths, and wonder>to enſue, 
Although perhaps, but fewe doe fall out true, 


I. 

And yet I would nor : for then doe I doubr, 
Wirth too-much (tudy, 1 ſhould grow ftirk m1: 

When one Conceit would put an other ont, (g2d. 
Wilile giddy braines beyon't chermſelues would 

AT ſecking for the m11 within the Moone, 
Miſtake a morning, for an after- uoone, 


2. 

No, I would NE Ot. 15 moreto knowe, 
ſhen of the times an | ſeaſons of the yeare: 

W.nt dayes the Fayres are kept, and hv to goe 
From towne to towne, Kenery Sheer,e5 Sherre, 

Thu 7-47 re may not their day-nate-bo ks (lick, 
Aad ſto make an honelt _4. nance. 

C 
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Iwculd,crd get I' would ror. 


To 
] would I were a rare Ss ſound Curndbiey, 
And had the Lawes of honeſt love by heart : 
Would not corrupt my Con!tcience for a million, 
Nor ever pleade, but on the honeſt part. 
x-mine [11i&tiv, and confidcr duely, 
Aud ſo giue ienteace tothe matect truly, 


4+ 
And yet I would not: for then might I heare, 
How T»wh gets hatred, for her honeſt minde: 
And timple-Fecs, doc make bur lory cheme, : 
While true Plain-dealing hath but barely dinde, 
When ſuch as know the world, and how to vie it, 
$ecing a Fee conc faire, will cot refule it; 


55- 
] would I were a Scriuvener, and could pen, 

All kinde of writings , write all kinde of hands : 
Be yell acquainted with great Monyed-men, -}. 
; -And5lotcly deals forall their goods and Lands, 
And being furniſhe fully, ro my pleaſure, (jwre. 

Play them a trickgo make them look their Treas 


56, 
And yet I would not : for then 1 am ſure, 

My Conicicnce would receive a Mortall-wound : 
And ſuch a wound as never Arre could Cure, 

By all the feates that euer Scr:wency found, 
When it I {cap*c mine eares tor Fergery, 

My loule ſhould goe ro Hell for V/arg, 


: 57.No, 


I would, av1yet I would nos. 


No,1l hadratherin s Copy EE 
Write a good ſentence for a Schollers reading : 
Whereon the parents may be glad tolooke, 
And lay,CGol fend their hands a happy ſpeeding, 
Aaitakeimy mony on the Saterday 
For all the weeke, then bid my Boycs goe play, 


58, 
I would I were a Trades min,and could ſell 
My wares by weight,and meaſure as I hiſt : 
And had lucherickes t9 make my market well, 
Thnac I might ſead home fooles with Had-I-willt. 
That while poore (oul+s did fit with loffes crying, 
] might groweRich, with (rearing ,& with lying, 


9. 
And yet I would aonfor ay Conſcience then, 
Wold mike me feele the ſinirt of falthaods woe : 
When I beheld the end; of faithles men, 
With what a horror to their Hell they go2, 
Wale truz plain?-dealing heurs in quiet die, 
And faithfull love dota live Ecernally, 


60. 

1 woul4I were a Broker, and for Coyne 
Tooke any Pawnes,an4 carenat what T took 

For imereft,nor 10 » Ldid paurloyar, L 
$o L might ger it withthe Siluer hooke. 

W 10 werethe Thiefe,ſo ( moant baye the wares, 
Naoc whe did thift,to I did ger the ſhares, 

4 C 3 Aad 


I would,and yet I would nor. 


6r. 
And yet 1 would not: for then doe I doubt, 
Some private Eyes, would cloſely price into me : 
Andſome odde Ladde or Landrefle tinde me our, 
An tor recciuing folne goods would vndo me, 
When with theloflc of all my goods, ſcarce hope, 


''o be ſo happy, asto ſcape the Rope. 


62, 
No, 1had rather triea better Trade, 
Whereby to make ſome honeſt kinde of gaine » 
Whereby ſome better reckoning may be made, 
Then bs Repentance with ſo great apaine, 
Now he vpon them, Brokers, Bawdes andThceues, 
Make poore men weare their Ierkins without 
(llecues, 
63. 
[ would I were acloſe promoting Mate, 
To picke a hole in each offenters Coat: 
And make a ſhew of ſervice tothe State, 
When I would purſe vp many a priuy groat: 
But in great Summes follow my Information, 
Till I were well paied fora Reformation, 


6', 

And yet I would not: for then every knave 
Would fngle me out, for atecrec triend 2 
And teach me how toplay the cunning ſlave, 
To bring my buſine« to a wretched ende, 
While helliſh Crate with Cloke of herehe, 

Might hide a world of foule iniquuue, 


Irwould, and yet I would net. 


No, I wonld r:therle —_— {clfet amend 
\What is 5mifle, and fo my friends aduiſe; 

Then when | ſce an other man offend, 
In ſecret, ſecke his twine to deviſe, 

And making ſhew to ſeeke the good of all, 
Ser vp my felte, with many thouſands fall. 


66, 
I would I were a Tapſitcr,fill my pot (drinke: 
Halte vp with froth, and make my gaine of 
And make no Care, how | my mony got, 
So | might h:a.e my Golde and Giver chirike, 
Make more of Drunkardes then of better men, 
By putting oft bad licour now and then, 


67. 
And yet 1 would not : for then ſhouldI be, 
Ac Call and Checke ot every lacke and Gill: 
And many a Lobcocke would looke into me, 
What drinke I dcew, how I my pot did fill 
And ſometime truſt fo farre vpon the ſcore, 
I icarce {};0uld put my head out of the doore. 


68. 

No,1Thad rather runne an other Race, 

Though for leſle profit, yer for more content : 
Thar both with Cod and man, might be in Grace, 

Wherein my tire might be more happily ſpent, 
eAnd rather pay,my penny for my pot, 

Thea colen twenty ar” for a groat, - 

3 


1 would,an1 yet I would nag. 


69, 
Iwou'd T were as tall, and tout a man, 
As eucr drewe a{word out of a ſheath : 
That I night fee, who durſt come neere my Canne, 
O: ipeake a word, where I but {ceme to breath, 
Or fortune durſt, but crofſe me with her wheeles, 
Forfexre to {ee her braines about her hecles, 


70. 
And yet I would not: for then where ſhould 1 
3:{tmwve my felte? bur every m in would flie me: 
L ſhould be furs to have no company, (nigh me, 
Where none that loue the:mſelucs, that wil come 
eAnd fortune would be ſure to fir me to, 
Tharſhe wold ſome way feeke mine ouerthrow, 


r, 
] would [| were a Tar, co paſſe (weather : 
The RougheſtSers, and card e for winde and 
An1 might arrive, where never Creature was, 
Bur Beaſts, Birds, thar live & feede together, 
And tell at home what 1 abroad haue ſcene, 
Where neuer man yet bur my ſelte had beene, 


72. 
And yet I would not: for [ feare, that fewe 
\Vo11d cruſt my ſtories, were they nere ſotrue: 


Word; are bur winde,and winde is but a Dewe , 


Farre Travellers my ſay that blacke is Blewe. 
Although perhaps ſome ſimple ſoules may lay, 
Sucely,this man hath trauailde a greae way: 


73.No 
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I weuld, and yet 1 would not, 


I 
No, I will rather trye an Fortunes heere, * 
and to my beſt aduantace vſe my wires: 

Then runne abroad, 2rd buye Repemtance decre, 
Know ing how ofte,vnhappily Fortune hittes, 
When weather. beaten Sailes,with winde,& raine, 
Scarce make a Sauing-Toyage home againe., 


74- 
] would T were a Player, and could at 
AS many partes,as came vpon a Stage? 
And in my Liaine,could make a full C ompaR, 
Of all that paſleth betwixt Youth and age, 
That I might have fiue-ſhares in euery Play, 
Andletthemlaugh,that beate the Bel-away, 


75+ 
And yet I would not: For then doe I feare, 
{f I ſhould gall ſome Gooſ<cappe with my ſpeech : 
That he would freat & tuwe,and chafe,and tweare, 
AS if ſome Flea had bit him by the Bieech, 
And ir ſome paſſion, or ſtrange SmRey 
Diſturbe both mee, and all the Companie, 


76, 
1 would I were a Poet , and could write; 
The paſſage of this Paltry world inrime: . 
And talke of Warres,and m-ny a valiant fight, 
And how the (apramer d1d to Honor clune , 
Of Wiſe, and Faire, of Gratious, Venwous, kinde, 
And of the Bounty of a noble minde, 


77-Bur 
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I would,and yet I would nov. 


oF 77. 
*  Buc ſpeake bur little of rne life of ZLoxe, 


Becauſe it1s a thing ſo harde to finde 1 
And touch burlirtle at the Turtle-Doue, 
Seeing there are bur fewe Byrdes of that kinde. 
And Libell againftleawde and wick: d harts, 
That on the earth, doe play the Diuells-parts, 


And yer I would not: Wen would my braines, 
Be with a world of toyes Inroxicate: 

And Tſhould fall ypon a thouſand vaines, 
Of this and that, and well 1 know not what, 

When ſome would fay,that ſaw my Frantick fittes, 
Surely the Poet is befide his wittes, 


79- 
I would I werean honeſt Countrey-Wench, 
That = could make Curtſ by Cnoile,t bluſh, 
And fit me downe ypena good-Ale bench, 
And anſwere wanton Tembin, with a Tuſh, 
And well, Go-too, and How-now? Pray-away, 
And for a Tanzey, goe to Steole-Bal-play. 


8 
And yet I wouldnort: For then doe 1 feare, 
My Lovers would be our of loue with mee : 
If 1 would not believethem when they ſweare, 
That I am ſhee, and 1 amonely ſhee, 
Of all the Maydes, before the Church-houfe dore ; 
That hath their harts, and what can 1 have more? 


81,1 


I would and yet I would nor. 


or, 
No,/ had rather be mhonct wife, 
Andlcuec my tusband,zr d looke to my houſe; 
And with my Nejghb« ursleace a quiet hte, 
And keepe a Car, to drive »way the Monfe, 
Hatch vp my Chickins, pen vp ry clocke-Henne, 
And hauc rothing to doe with naughtie men. 


102, 
| would I were the gallant Courtizan, 
T hat ever put 4 toure- Far'de Aﬀe to ſchoole: 
T hat / mighr cleane put doyne Marde Marian, 
Ard reucr be without ry dainty foole, 
And make my movy daggs cometumbling tome, 
eAnd glad to ſee what ſervice they can doe me, 


10}. 
And yet I would nor: for then doe I doubr, 
Some (C uritable,or Beadie of Bridewell: 
By ſome olde Bawde,would 11 rely find me our, 
When for his filence, I ſhould p:y full well, 
OrC art it totheplace of youthes CorreQtion, 
Where chopping Chalke, culd quite fpoile my 
(Complexion, 
104. 
No,I had rather be an honeſt Maide, 
T hat vever knewe ary loves delight ; 
And of a man, alrroft ro be afraice, 
Then ſecmeto ſermy Matcerhead ſolight, 
As for a wicked choiſe, to chavrpe my nome, 
1ofit nic onely, with a f.e {or ſhane, 
1o;, 1 
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1 would, ant yet I woull not. 


arc, 
1 would 1 were a Bruer, - could make 
My water pay the charges of my Malt : 
And for ſmall Beere,the price of ftrong beere take, 
And helpe a muſty Barrell with bay (alc. 
Keepe leaking veſlells, Roppe them vp with Clay, 
The drinke may runne out, when the Earth's 


(away, 
106, 


And yet I would not: for thea I ſhould thinke, 
If I ſhould take good mony for ill Beere: 
My Cuſtomers would curſc me tor my drinke, 
Aad ſay folde both that was naught,and deere , 
And one ſo driue an other daily fro me, (me, 
That ia the ende they would quite onerthrow 


107, 
No,lI had rather truly pay my penny 
For my full pot of either «Ale or Beere : 
Then ſeeke the hurt or ſpoiling of a many , 
Or to vndoe the poore in a deere yeere, 
Or make them ſay,whoſe truſt I doe abuſe, 
Oh wicked Bruer,looke what drinke he brues, 


108, 
I would I were an excellent Diuine, 
That had the Bible at my fingers ends : 
The world might heare out of this mouth of mine, 
How God did make his Encmies his friends, 
I were ſo follow de,as if none bus 1, 
Could plainely ſpeake of truc Duuinity, 


And 


I wowuld,and yet I would nor. 


109, 
And yer I would not: for then ten to one, 
| ] ſhould be call'd bur a Precizion : 
| Or Formwalrft,and might goe preach alone,. 
| Vnto my holy decker 
| eAnd to be flouted for my zealous loue, 
| In taking paines for other mens behoue, 


116, 
No, Thad rather reade,and vnderſtand 
The Rules of Grace,that haue the learned led : 
To know the power of the Almighty hand, 
And with whatfoode, the blefled flocke are fed. 
Rather then with a chugdring and long praier, 
Toleade into preſumption,or diſpaire, 


Ii. 
I would I were.a man of warlike might, 
And had the Title of a General! : 
To point the Captaines euery one their fight, (fall, 
Where ſhould the Vangard,and the Rereward 
Who ſhould be leaders of the forlorne hope, 
And who the Entrance tothe Army ope. 


112. 
And yet I would not : for then Tmightſee, 
How diſcontent might cauſe a Murtinie : 
Whereby the Army mightin danger be, 
Tobe {urprized by % Enemy. 
Or by the loſle of men,for honors paine, 
To wound my Conſcience with a bloody paine. 
mw. 0-1 No, 


; I 2:4/4,art y:t I wad nx. 


11}. 
No,lthil ratherpraile the Courle of peace, 
A111 \tily h> vcohelpe to holde the lame : 
An4 wy [a34e quarrells ill begu1:niy ceaſe , 
And ho v to kzepeaccord in quer A n2, 
That olde an { young may liuz contented fo, 
[nat to their graues, may allin quiec goe, 


114. 
I would I werethe Miſerableſt wretch 
That ever Crambde vp m5ny in his Cheſt : 
That [ mightlearne, burlike a dogge to fetch (neſt, 
Lambves fromthe Falde, and Duckelings fr6 the 
A 14 whealcooke the paines co plucke and pull, 
Know how te gaine, by Feathers, and by wooll, 


IIy» 
And y:t I woul1 ECT white 1 did liue, 
(ould ſcarcerruſt my (elte with that / haue : 
I ſhould aocheacerhe word of Len1,nor giue, 
But oaly Rudy,ho:y to ger and (a1:. 
And when [ die,have written on my doore,(poore, 
The Doggeis Damba'de, that preyde vpon the 


116, 

I would I were the ſtrangeſt Prodigall, 

That ever ſtrew'de his mony in the freer : 
That /might make the Beggers merry all, 

When they but awe the (hidowe of my feet. 
A14 Churlesmight chafe, toſee me (o to throw 

A vay the wealth, taar they did (crape for (o, 

Aad 


I w#1, and yet I whuld not. 


117. 
An yet I wouldnot;lealt when all were gone, 


My ſtocke, ray goods, my Leaſes, & my Lands : 


It ſure would breake my heare to looke vpon, 
My whole eſtate to be in others hands, 

And then to hide me in ſome ſecret place, 
Or grieue to death, tothinke of my diſgrace, 


118, 
I would [ were ſo neate and Sprute a Noddy, 
As all inprint,might ſpeake,and looke, & walke: 
And lo become for euery idle body, 
A kinde of [able,or a Stable-ralke, 
And ſay to ſee me, tripping on the Toe, 
The Fool's ſo prowd, he knows not how to goe. 


119, | 

And yet I would not : leaſt fome Wood.cock-afle, 
To equall me in my Caubre : 

Might paint,and princke himſelfe vpina glaſſe, 
And ſtudie counterfeit Gentwuie. 

And ſoperhaps put mee into ſome paſhon, 
To lce my taſhion,growe ſo out of faſhion, 


b 110, 

No, I'will rather wiſely looke about me, 

And weare both what, & how might fic my ſtate: 
And haue acare within, what were without me, 

I might aot be an Owle, to wonder at, 
But I might pafſe throughall the Pi4--<coar-throng, 

And bee no Taber for anidle-toong, 

D-z 121, 1 
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I wotdld;and yet I would not. 


121. 
1 would I werea Beaſtly-Epicare, 
That car'de fornothing bur to cate and drinke ; 
And talke of nought but Nerwres-Nour:ture, 
and filling vp my Flagons to the brinke, 
Of luſty ſwallowes,and of pleofing taſte, 
and make no carc how much good meat I waſte 


| 122, © 
And yet I would not: leaſt the world ſhould fay, 
Looke, yonder goes a barrell ful! of Beere : 
Who gulls in more good victualls in one day, 
Then might ſuffize an honeſt man a yeere. 
And ere he dye, it wilt (no doubt) be found, 
The Beaſt did burſt, & funck aboue the ground, 


1:3. 
No, I bad rather keepe a better Dyer, 
And le with Bread and water all my life : 
Then in my Gmttes to keepe fo great a Ryor, 
and in my Sromacke haue ſo fore a ſtrife. 
That 1 rewr 1 blowe,and ſwell, & ſweat, 
and behalfe-dead,ere 1 diigeft my mear, 


124. 
1 would I were amanof all mens mindes, 

My #4 were drawne into all kinde of paſſions: 
And my Conceyts were all of ſundry kindes, 


My Cloathes made atter all-Countrey-faſhions, 


| knew the ſecret of all Natwarer-lence, 
An fo of Earth, and all her Exccllence, 


And 


I would,an1yt I would nar. 


I25, 
And yet I would not: for then ſure ſhould T, 
Be all too gaz d at whereſocre I goe : 
And iike the poore bare.feather'd e£ſops-Pye, 
When cuery Byrd did her owne-feather knowe, 
Be followed with many a flowting-lacke, 
Or Rauens feathers all pull'd from my backe, 


126. 
No, I had rather weare but home-ſpun-rhread, 
And haue my Cloathes cloſe vpon my Breech : 
And by my Labours- toyle to get my bread, 
And vie no other but my Countrey. ſpeech, 
And rather haue a Foole thinke mee a foole, 
Then craftie work-men know me by my Took, 


127. 
I woul\| I were the trueſt-hearced woman, 
That euer ſpake with a molt pleafing Toung : 
And neucr meanaeto giue offence to noman, 
Norneuer thruſt iato an idle throng, 
Bur ſo haue care of all my Cariage, 
It may be helpe vnto my Mariage, 


128, 

Andyet1 would not : for then euery Maide, 

Within our rowne, would ftand & laugh at me : 
And call me Foole,and lay I were atraide, 

To know what in an honeſt man might be, 
Fosſhee that wiil not looke ere ſhee did leape, 

Might curle the 7rades-marn, though his Ware 

(were cheape, 


No, 


I would, and 5et I would nor 


129, 
Xo, 1 hadrather be arcatonable, 
True, Honeſt, Witty, merry-Bony-Ate, 
That would not feare the Conſtable, 
To fee himlooke in at our window. Grate, 
As raany Wenches will be now and then, 
That haue bene medling with too-many men, 


130, 

1 would ] were the rare(\t Politcian, 
That ever plotred for prehemincnce : 

and of the Doggedit ciſpohtion, 
Thar cuer was in Natures relidence, 

And car'de not how the worlde to Rune went, 
So | might onely purchaſe my Contenr. 


131, 
And yer 1 wevuldnet : Forthen doc I feare, (me: 
Some ſudden-Ftaſh fr6 Heau'n would fall ypon 
And all the world rejoyce to ſee 2nd heare, 
In helples griefe, hew 1 am woe begon me. 
V, hen 1 of torce ſhould bid the world Fare-well 
And Death were {ent to ſummon mee to Hell. 


132. 
No, 1 had rather keepe the plaine High-way, 
That leades the foule to her Eternall reſt: 
Then by /{»ſion, ſecke out a wry-way, 


To hatche my Egges vp, in the Dwellr-neft, 
and with the Werlde, when Thad made an endee 


To fhnde in Heau'n #n Encr/afting- Friende, 
. 132.1 


I would,,nd yet I wouldnad. 


I73. 
T would I were, 29d yet ll not too, , 
Becauſe I know not that, 1] know 1 ot what : 
And when 1 would doe,then 1 cannot doe, 
When that would pur out this, thispvr our that, 
And ſuch ftravge Fancies would o y ſpire feede, 
That incheende, : ſhould giow mad indecde, 


VT? 
Thenlet weſee, if 1 at at Me ſee, 
Whor may be ſcene, that's worthie to be ſeene; 
Wherein might be,and onely there might bee, 
That {waves bath bene, and hath oncly beene. 
In truce Conrert, in Natcof Comforts fore, 
Where I nculd be, 1 d ſay, would act no more. 


154. 
Yea, that w=d{uch 2 thing indeed to inde, 
AS one _— vntull lis Eves were out ? 
With a1] the ſhergrh: both of tis heart and minde, 
And travell over all the Earth abour, | 
Ar. noting Natures workes,and worth 1n all, 
Fince all as nothung,or to nothing tall, 


& LO 


Yet there is ſomethirg vw Hereſoere it is, "a 


And it is fome-1.cre, and no-where,bur there : 
Where all is vell,md nothing is an»(le, 
Rur yonder,here and c&-e16 and ere vorbere, 
Where the bright-F ycs of BU. 4Sonles may tee, 
Where all the /oy-r of Hart; and dare maybe, 
} 137. Bur 
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 Twould,and yet I would nor. 


©27. 

out whert«4his fame where ? that wold be known, 
And wh reisthis {ame knowledge to be |ound? 

And where is ſuch aſeede of Science ſowne? 

.'* And where is ſacha bleſſed piece of ground? 

Aud where wſnch a Blyſingto be ſought, 

.* That for-char-worth, ſerv a) the world at aought? 


1:8, 
Where all che prideof Beawiie spurdonae, «+ 
* White Narares Reafoi mult lublenibe ro Grace 2 
And wit ard will, may wanger vpand domne, þ 
And Verrze onely keepes 2 Glorious pl ce, 
Where thee alone vato her Seruaves ſhoves, 
**"Whece ail che cquyntort of the ſpirit goes, 


179 
Yea, there alone the heart ani! foule pz4y finde, 
The ſacred tumme of their Erernalle Sweete 
Which glai\des che foule, the {piric, ang the minge, 
Wheie all the Graces do toegther mee. 
And'all together age agrec 19 one, 
To hog in Gloriero then GOD alone, 


40s 
What? neither great,nor wiſe,nor Rich,nor faire? 
What would | bethen? might 1 as 1 would: 
] would not be a'_Moare amildlt the Ayre, 
Nor yet a A/owle, to digye within the pround, 
Nor Byrd,nor Beoft, that can but cate, and ſleepe, 
Nor like a Baby,can but laugh and weepe, 
141, Weepe 


I would, an1y:t Þ would nor) 


I47, 

+ Norlike n Bowbjwkinas wit or ſerice; | 
Noe like a Baboune, for 2 Bearardes whippe: 
Nor like a Lowſe, ia beggarsReiidence, " 
Nor like a Flea, that can but leape and SKippe, 

Nor like a worme, but eo'be rrodendn, 
Nor like a Gue-Gaw, to be gaz'de vpon, 


14t. 
Nor would I be a Byrd within a Caze, 
Nor Dogge in Kennell, nor a Bore in Stye : 
Nor Crab. Tree-(taffe, toleane vpon for Age, 
Nor wicked Liue,toleade a Youth awrye, 
Nor like a Flooke, that floates but With the Fludde, 
Nor like an Ecle,rhat lives but in'the mudde. 


- 14}- 

Nor wou'd Thane the Coal preke out milneFyed, 
Nor Pyes,nor Parats,teachy me how to prate : 
Nor fill my Pawnche t09-full of Wood-cock-pyedt, 

Nour he © M -d4ge- Howler make me watch too-lute, 
N »r let the (-bove learne me howto fing, 
Nor with a Buz<&de, make too Lowe a wing, 


1 4. 
Nor would ! bee 2 cal hunt 2 Awſe, 

Nor yet a Ferrer, to goe hunt a Cony * 
Nor yet an «A2:, to ſtand and lookea Lowſe, 

Nor yet a $5-eper-head, ro be lol.le for mony. 
Noryeta Huwke,to ſeize vpon « Dacke, 

Nor yec a N.ar/e, to giue a Baby lucke, 

+ 1 FE 2 14;.Nor 


I would,aud yet 1 would nor. 


145» 
Nor would I write vpoa the death of Dogget, 
AndAay nere lyes 3 good oldeftinking Cuere : 
Cur Ruſty tace> out of rotten Logger, 
Nor of an Owles-kinne,make an Ape a Furre, 
Nor teach a Byrde to whiftle in a Cage, 
Nor be a "Mimnitrell at a Marriage. 


146. 
Nor teach a Cat,to hanc Mhovrſe drye-foote, 
Nor a young Squyriell ho v to clim* a Reede ; 
A Skure-cr vw in a Gardein how to ſhoate, 
Nor a viia-le-Harper, how a Song toreade, 
Nur now a Flex may (cape the Fingers endes, 
Nor ho va Lowie may live among her Friends, 


147. 
Nor wonld 1 be a Golden «44 bye 7, 
To fludic the Phyloſophers faire one t 
And feede a fight of Fooles, with Had- [-wi7, 
To weepe for S'luer, when theyr Golde is gone, 
Poope Noddy, never was there ach an other, 


To make a Couzen of aftunple Brother, 


148. 
Nor would T be a Foole when all is done, 
To weare Pyed Coars, Fura-ſprt,& cat far-mneat! 
Follow my Maſter, dandle his young Sonne, 
And tell my Miftn1s, who the Foole did bear, 
That (he might chide her Wenches euery one, 


For mediing with her Foole, when the was gone, 
p 149. Nor 


1 would,and yet I would noe. 


Nor fing new-Bailads,no: make Countrey-games, 
N ot {et vp fights, were neuer ſcene before ; 

Nor walke among my c uc of Curſod- Dames, 
And bee a Pander to a Paltry-Who, 

No, Pandariime is ſopoore a Trade, 
That none but Beggars, bargaine fora lade, 


ITO, 
No, I woul.| not bee any oae of theſe, 
Nr any of this wretched worlds delight: 
I would not ſo my ſpirits compforss leeſe, 
Co haue mine & yes bewitche fro heauenly light, 
No, I would haue an other World then this, 
Waete 1 would ſeeke tor my Erernal-Fbſſe, 


151. 
And till 1 come ynto that Glorio's place, 
Where all Contents de ouerco ne the heart: 
And Le doth hue in Everlneng-Grace, 
Wrmile greateſt /oy doth fecle nv (malleſt ſmart, 
But GOD 1s all inall, to his beloued, (ued. 
The Sweet of /oules, that [weeteRt ſoules haue pro- 


152, 

Totell you truely, what | wiſhto bee, 

And never would be other, if I could : 
But in the comfort of the Heau'ns Decree, 

In ſoule and bouke, that I ever thould, 
Tho11224 123 the world, not tothe world to liue, 

But te wy G 0 D, my ſcruice wholly giue, 
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T would,and yet 1would not. 


'ey?. 
This would I be,and Gat none other be, 
But a Religious feruant of my God : 
Andkidwe there is none other God but he, 
And willingly to fufter mercies Rod. 
Ioy in his Grace,and live bur in his Lowe, 


And ſecke my bliſle but in the heauen aboue, 


| 154. 

And I wouldframe a kinde of faithfull praier, 
For alleftates, within the tate of Grace : 

That carefufl loue might neuer know deſpaire, 


* WMWofermiefearc might Faichfull luue detace, 


And this would I both day and night devile, 
To makemy humble ſpirits Exerciſe, 


I55. 
And I'would arede the 44a of ſacred Life, 
Perſwade the troubled ſoule to paticnce : 
The busband, Care, and Comfort to the wife, 
To Childe and leruant, due obedience. 
Faith to the friend, and to the Neighbourpeace, 
That loue might live,and quarrels all may ceaſe, 


156. 
Pray for the health of Maher are deceaſed, 
Confeſſion vnto all that are Conuicted : 
And patience ynto all, tha are diſpleaſed, 
And comfort ynto all, that are afflicted, 
And mercy vnto all,rhat have offended, 
. And Grace toall, that all may be amcaded. 


Pray 


— 
— 


1 would, and yet 1 would net. 


157, 


Proy for the King,the Qu: ene, & Countries healthy 


Their Royall iſſue, and their Peeres of Eltate: 
The Counlaile,Cleargy,and the Common-wealth, 
That no misfortune may their blifſe abate, 
But that,th Almighty fo his Church will cheriſh, 
That not a member of his Loue may periſh, 


158, 
Wiſh King. to have King Davids heart, 
And cuery Queene,the Queene of Shelayy wit : 
And eucry © ouncell, Selomons belt part, 
Of vacerſtand:ng,tor a kingdome fc, 
And euery Lady,faire Rebeccacs face, 
And euery Vargia,the wiſe Virgins Grace. 


159. 
And cuery Souldiour, /oſuabs true ſpirit, 
Andeuery Scholler,s Awons eloquegce : 
And every Miſer, wicked Dues ments, 
And cuery pcore man, /obs true patience, 
And every Lan yer, Mares heaunly minde, 
And cuery Merchant of Zachews kinde, 


160, 
Doe not with F/aw, hunt for veniron, 
And {ell thy birthright for a meſle of portage , 
Lelt Jacob tteale away thy beniſon, 
When 1/aach falls vpon the yeeres of dorage, 
But be a /o/cpb1n the time of nee-le, 


To goodolde /acob,and his blefled ſeede, A 
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1 would,and yet 1 would nos, 


y6r, 
Ye Abraham in obedient factifice, 
eAnd tollow Lot in his loucs holines : 
Like Salomon, be in thy Iudgement, wiſe, 
Ard lonathan \n friendſhips fairhtules 
Like Henoch make thy Ioy of heauenly lus, 
And with Ebb liuc in Hcau n abou, 


162, 
And diet not with Holoferne: drin%e, 
Bur follow Iudzh, in her ioy!ull Vrength ; 
Let Dald4,ner make (tout Sampſon winke; 
Leſt the Philiftines fall on thee ar length, 
Nor S$.{.mwon be led with Pharaoh Childe, 
Leſt by the fleſh, the ſpitir be beguilde, 


16;, 
Be both a Prieft,a Propher,andaFing, 
A Prieſt,co make thy ſelfe a Sacrifice 
A Prophet, to declare the way to bring 
1 he bleſſed Spirit,vnro Paradi'e, 
A King to rule thy ſelfe, with ſuch direQion, 
Thy Soule may keepe thy body in ſubietion, 


164. 
Know what,and how,& where & when to ſpeake, 
Be fearcfull,how thou docſt thy (7nd offend : 
A vertuous vow, take heed thou 4oeſt rot breake, 
And mercies pleaſure willingly artend. 
Holde backe thy hand from all mlawfull Aion, 
* And weane thy Spirit, from yngodly Faction, 
Flactet 


1 would,and yet I would nor. 


16x. 
Flatter not folly,with an ;dle faith, 
Nor ler earth ſtand vpon her owne defart : 
But ſhew what wiſedome in the Scripture ſaith, 
The fruitfull hand, doth ſhew the faithfull hart. 
Belecue the word,and thereto bend thy will, 
And teach obedience for a bleſſed skill, 


166, 
Chide finners,a5s the father doth his childe, 
And keepe themin the Awe of louing feare : 
Make ftinne moſt hatefull, but in words be milde: 
That humble patience may the better heare: 
And wounded conicience may receiue reliefe, 
Whe rrue repentance pion the finners griefe, 


167. 
Yer flatter not the foule delight of ſinne, 
But make it loathlome in the Eie of Loue: 
And ſeeke the hart with holy _— to winne, 
Vnto the beſt way,to the ſoules dehoue, 
$0 reach, fo live, that both in word and deede, 
The world may Ioy thy heau'nly rules toreade, 


168, 
Heale the infe@t of finne, with oile of Grace, 
And waſh the Soule,with true Cotritious teares: 
And when Confeſhon ſhewes her heauy Caſe, 
Deliver faith from all Infernall feares. 
That when high Iuftice threatens finne with death, 
Mercy 2gaine may giue Repentance breath, : 
F it 


: 


yy —_—_— 
\ 7-would,aud yer] Would mor. 
169. 


Sit not with Sathan,on the Horſcof pride: 
© But ſee (veer Jeſus fitting en an Alle; 
Better on foote, then fowly lo te rice, 
As withtheDiuell into hell ro patle, 
Thexe is no mcane, but cither heau'n or hell, 
For on this Earth mult no man cuer Uwell, 


170. 
Time hath a courſe, which nature cannot ſtay, 

For vouth muſt tie,or come to Coting Age: 
Whar is our life on Earth ? but ava play, 

Where many a par. doth come vpon the Stage, 
Rich,poore, wile, fond, faire, towle,& great & imal 

And olde,and young, death makes an ende of al, 


171, 
Where he that makes hislite a Come(ly, 
Tolaugh and fing,and talke away the time: | 
May finde it in theende a Tragedy, (chime , 
\V hen mournetull Bells doe make no merry 
When {ad deſpaire ſhall feare Iufernall evill, 
Whule Sinne and death, are Agents for the diue]), 


172. 
Bur dne not Raue,nor Raile, nor ſtampe,nor ſtare, 
As ifthy care would goe to cuftes with fine: 
But ſhe how mercy doth Repentance ſpare, 
While working faith, doth heau'nly fauour 
Amd loues obedicce to the law dothprouc, (winne, 
The cholen Soule,that God doth chicfly loue, 
Thus 


Iwoult ,and yet I would noel 


169, 
Thus would I ſpend in ſeruiceof my God, 
The lingring howres of theſe fewe daies of mine, 
To ſhew how linne and death are ouertrod, 
Burt by the vertue of the power divine, (duſt, 
Our thoughts but vaine,our ſubſtanceſlime and 
And onely Chriſt,tor our Ecernalltruſt, 


174. 
This would I be,and ſay, would not,nomore, 
Bur onely not, be otherwiſe then this ; 
All in effeR, bur as I ſaid before, 
The life in that lifes kingdomes loue ofhis, 
My glorious God, whole grace all comfort giues, 
I hen be on Earth, the greateſt man thar liues, 
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FOBOBOSOBOSON 


TO MY VERIE 


LOVING, AND APPRO- 


VED GOOD FRIEND, THE 
LOVER OF ALL VERTVES AND 
labourer in good ſtudies, Signor lohn Florio, per- 
fect Reader of the ltaltan language, Nicholas Breton 


wiſheth, worthy aduancement of many good de- 
lertr, emereaſle of comVorts, and erey- 


nall bapprie je. 
FNrthankfulneſſe isroo great 
ls $9) an vnkindnefle to come 
F neare the nature of any 
&V/ 4 4 899d diſpoſition; and ther- 
tore, to auoide the delert 
by CY of ile Touch, to mani- 
teſt my a willin more deſire "i abili- 
ty, [hauc giuen you a token of my Joue, in a 
litle fruit ot my labour: wherein it I benot 
miſtaken in my conceipt, you ſhall find 
ſomewhat worth the taking. view of. The 
Dialogue 15not tedious, northe matter fo 
ſerious, bur it may oaſle the muſters ot a 
merry humor : wherein the Taker [all find 
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T he Fpiſtle. 
how ke may be miſtaken, and the Miſtaker, 
how he may betaken, My hope is you will 
take all in good part,and fimilc at them that 
arc ſo miſtaken intheir wits, that they know 
noc well,whattotake well.Bur leſt Itake roo 
long q time, in troubling you with a longer 
prctace,then either the matter requireth or 
your patience will admir:with many thankes 
for your many vndeſerucd kind paſſages (of 
v hich, [hanerakenſuch remembrance, as [ 
lope hal one day be berter con{idered)1ca- 
uing my booke to your kind patro* 
nage, and mylouc to your like 
employment; I rcital- 
waycs 


Your affectionate poore friend, 


Nichol Breton. 
To 


To the Reader. 


o'I F lbe not mitaken,there are many 
SD Taker £7 Miſlakers m this world, 
who take themſelucs to bemwiſe with 

a litle wit, gx rich with a litle welth. 
a ome arttaken for reltzious that 
34 with therr hipocriſie couſin a num- 
ber of (i imple people: other are taken 

for co0d men, that hawe a litle more wealth then honeſtte: 
ard ſome are taken for fooles , that haue more con(crence 
then cunning : but happre ave they who take the r:5ht 
courſe to their (oules comfort. In this diſcourſe following, 
you ſhall ſee druerſe pretie f [ares betwixt theT ther and 
the Aliſtakey, perh. aps as ple a(ins for the mirth ,« prof 
ble for the matter, Now how enery one will take it ,I now 
mot. T he beit munats 1 _ will take nothing ill that 18 
mCunt well. and for the wor it , they know not how to take 
any thins well, how —_ ere w he: and ther fore mtrea- 
ting encry man to take it as he liſt , leſt 1ihould n behol- 
din: 7 to 1 know not whom for 1 knew not what , 1 leaucts 
the Printer to take his pric and) 0: t0 take your or 


and [0 reſt 


GEO 


- 


Your friend, it Ibe not miſtaken, 


N:1cuotas Barron, 


A3 


KR Ri Rata Rt 3 
eA merrie Dialopue betwixt 
wo Traucllers. 


Dormads, and Lorenzs. 


©? O REN Z0 well met,how doeſt 
PUR thou this faire mornings Ler. A 
& 1<P/, thouſand good morrowes to 
mine honeſt Dormas : but how 
ocs the world man © nonewes 
rring worth the hearing * Dor, 
v More then are true, or worth 
the telling: and therefore had as 
lecue hold my peace, as haue no thankes for my tat- 
ling: butI pray thee tell me, where haſt "rat 
this many a day* I heard that thou haſt bene ower the 
water, I know not how farre. Loy. Indeed the ſea is a 
pretie brooke to wade thorough , and a yeares trauel] 
will treade a pretie peece of ground : buttotell you 
where I haue bene, I cannot, for my way wes long, 
and iny memorie is ſhort : but had I umeto tell thee 
chat which I could, ( atleaſt it my memorie would 
ſcrue me) I ſhould make thee like the better of home, 
and the worſe of trauell while thou liueſt. Dor, And 
why, I pray thee? Lor.It is not ſo ſoone anſwered, but 
rather let me ſay, why not? For much daunger, and 
more feare, litle {afetic and leſſegaine,, made me wiſh 
either to hauc knowne leſle, or Cronin more worth 


F 


2 A merrie Dialozue. 
theknowing. Lor. I pray thee why were thine eyes 
not matches, or thy wits out of order? Dor. Trucly 
whether the fault be in my wits, or mine eyes, [ 
knorv not: but [ am {ureT was fo overtaken in miſta- 
king of cuery match that I met ivithall, that T had as 
lccucalmoſt be an Ignorant, as decciuce my ſclfe with 
imagination. Loy, Truc, for as good to lo{c thoughts, 
as to loſe by them : bur whence or whereupon grew 
this griefe of yours? Dor. I tell you by miſtaking. Loy, 
But how I pray you? Dor. Why, the ti (ſt thing thatl 
was miſtaken in, was my ſelte: in whome I was the 
moſt miſtaken of any thing in the world . For, with 
onely a litle obleanin,! was perſ[waded,that there 
was no matter of woorth, butl haditby hcart ;and 
for trifles, I wold not be troubled with them: bur,whe 
that reaſon cameto ripping vp of the ſecrets of wil- 
domes intelligence, I ſaw my wit ſo wilfull, that I was 
miſtaken in all matrersthatI met with. Lor. What, 
men,wormen and childrens Dor. Yea, onely in them: 
for rouching other creatures, I made no great care of 
my conceipt of them. Butnow to tell thee, in my tra- 
uels how I was miſtaken: to runne ouer all my cour- 
ſes,it were too tedious, let ſuffice as much as may make 
thee mery to heare,and wile to remember lint 
T left my countrieand camea boord the Buon-a-ven- 
ture, we had no ſooner weighed anker, hoiſſed failes, 
and put to (ca, but witha freſh gale of wind, and faire 
weather, we werelo merie aboue hatches, that me 
thought there was none {0 merie altue as the ſaylers. 
But we had not thus paſſed fue leagues, rill theskie 
was ouercaſt,the wind came about and grew high, the 
aire tiicke and toggic, and the drizling raine came ſo 
beating 


A merrie Dialogue. 3 
beating in our faces, that we were glad toget vndcr 
hatches: where we were ſcarcely ſet in our Cabines, 
but the tempeſt grew ſo great, the winds fo rough, 
and the waucs fo high, that we wereglad with throw- 
ing out alnoſt all the goovs into the tea, to {auc our 
hues inthe bare veſlcll . Now when I cameon ſhore, 
well moiled and poore, hauing loſt all that I hada- 
bord, more then a le mony in my pure, whici was 
ſolitle, as that I will fay litle of it : ] beganne to thinke 
with my ſcltc how I was miſtaken, to thinke, that one 
faire div, and a litle faire weather, coulki make me 
think, that the ſaylers lite(which cucry minute 1s {ub. 
ic ro daunger ot one harme or other, and betwixt a 
bord and the water, hath a walke, butin « ſho and 
vnſteadie roome) {ſhould be compared to the land 
life, where there 1s pleaſure in the faire weather, and 
thilter againſt the foule, and no feare of wind nor wa. 
t*r, nor many other daungers which I will omit to 
ſpeake of . Andin ſteade of a whirle poole in the wa. 
ter,a walke large enough to walke man and horſe too, 
till ehey were both wearie . Nowe here was my fift 
miſtaking. Loy. It may be, if the weather had hcld 
faire, and that you had met with a good prize, you 
would not haue thought your ſelfe miſtaken in the 
merie lifeof the mariner. Dor. Indeed ſometime the 
i>y of taking, helpes the miſcrie of miſtaking. Lor. Yea, 
but when the theefe that hath raken a purle, if he be 
ouertaken in the high way , and fo take the gallowes 
for his Inne, that ijoyfull raking in the beginning 
brinos a forrowfull miſtaking in thecnd. Dor, Well, 
as for that part, it is none of my play, and therefore I 
will leaue it tothem that loue it. 
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A merrie Dialogue. 

Now to tell thee of my {ccond miſtaking . When 
I had bene a litle on ſhore, had weathered 1 my {cltc, 
dried my clothes \ filled my belly, and emptied my 
purſe, I now beganne to thinke how my wits ſhould 
worke tor my weltare: and firſt jintending to lecke in- 
tertainment of ſome Noble perſon, that would ho- 
nowably looke into the vertucs, valour, and good 
qualitics of a good mind , 1 began ro put onarctolu- 
ton to adventure any fortune, and indurc any di- 
comfort, that mightbea hinderance to my happincs. 
And with this rctolunon trauciling till I was wearie, 
almoſt penileſſe;and exceedingly hungric , I came to 
the view ofa goodly, faire, & gorgeouſly built houſe, 
which ſtood as it werea mile froma citie neare adioy- 
ning, Now in hope thereto find ſome (uch perſon,as 
I betorc [pake of, I began to rowze vp iny (le ,as one 
that had an aſured hope, at leaſt of {ume pood victu. 
all, I meane of a good dinner ſcor-tree, howſocucr 0 
therwiſe tortune would be my friend . \W hen,crc] 
would approach too neare the houlc, leſt houldbe 
ſeene in any vnhit manner, I combed my beard, gartc- 
red vp my ſtockings, truſſed cuery point, buttoned c- 
very button, and made my ſclte readic in the beſt ma- 
ner I could, toappearebefore the preſcnce of ſuch as 
[ſhould meete withall in this gallant manſion. But 
when I came neare vnto the _" andinding the 
doore {{ut,I did imagine ( being about the mid time 
ofthe day \that the ſcruants were all at dinner,and the 
lord of thehouſe either laid downe to \lcepe, or gone 
intohis cloſer, totalke vpon ſome accounts with his 
ladie : but hearing no ſound of any noiſe, nor voice 
within of either manor dogac, I frarod ſome ill for- 


tunc, 
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rune, that there was ſome great ſickneſſe, or daunger 
of death that might dampe the ſpirits,and ſo caulc the 
ſorrow of the whole houle : but ſtayingawhile, and 
neither hearing any voice within, nor any poore crea- 
ture without at che gate , . that might hopc of 2lmes 
from the hall, I teared the charitic within was lo litle, 
that my comfort without would be according: bur af- 
ter that I had ſtood awhile, loth to loſe time, I knoc- 

<dat the doore, where I knocked long, before I had 
any anſwer, and inthe end was faluted at a windowe 
farre within by an old fellow, who itſhould ſeemie, to 
ſaue a groat had ſlept out his dinner ; whoſe ſpeech 
(with a wide mouth gaped our) was this: What lacke 
you 7 My friend / quothT) I pray you let me ſpeake 
with you . No (quoth he ) I cannot come downe, [ 
am buſie, my maiſteris notathome, and here is no 
bodiein the houſe but I and my wite, andſhe is not 
well: but ſay your crrand and | will heare you . My 
crrand thooght I, was there cuerſuch akennell tot 
ſ1cha curre-doth he take me for ſome ſoric fellow, or 
hath he no better kind of greeting for ſtrangers? And 
thus while I ſtood muling and trettingat my fortune 
and this bad fellow, he (hut the window: and I witha 
oh, to ſee how I was miſtaken inthis faire houſe, tur- 
ni12 me from it, I met witha foole in a pyed coate, 
wholowking vpon me after he hac! overlaughed him- 
{ Ife, told mc: Sir, vou are miſtaken, this ts a banquer- 
ring houſe, where the gazers are onely fed with con- 
cprs, tor there is not a chimney that ſmokes, nora 
Aovorr NOPen. it 1s called \{ock-beeverhayha,ha. N ow 
lion the foole went thus laughing away.and lctt me 
m-we foolero taric there, Before I ſtirred my foore, 
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6 LA merrie Dialogue. 
out of my pocket I rooke my tablebooke, in which I 
writ downe my ſecond miltaking . Loy. Indeed this 
15 t00.conmon a miſtaking in many countrics, but it 
may be you might have taken 1t in ſuchatime, as 
might hauc giuen you cauleto hauc ſpoken better of 
it: bu: indecd faire houſesare for rich men, and cotra- 
a tor the poore: and theretorc being in that predica. 
1ent, it is nv maruell you had no better entertaine- 
ment. ButI pray you proceed with your travell, 

Dor. I willtell you, melancholy walking a litle 
trom this Mocke- begger, I began to frame my {clte 
tothe humour of a cunning begger : when mceting 
with a graue old man ( ' whoby tus vcluer coate tus 
golden chaine, and his rich furrcd gowne ſc wuld 
{-cmerobeatthe leaſt fore rich Burgor, itnot ſome 
Burga-maiſter of tome city) this we! ll apparelled pt- 
Qure withakind of life that gaue the bouly Icauc to 
cary the head vpon a ſquare pairc of ſhoulders , I in 
hovero find more comfortable tlicn the faire houſe 
maſter Mocke- beeger, I ſaluted with a pre a rcuc 
reace;S required w ihaproud nod, I yct ad luentu- 
redtobord withafew words, W hen hox Ping to aue 
tound Im a man of noleſſe vndcrſtanding {pirir, 'o 
wdge ot the cſhate and conditions of mcn, the'1 
bounty, intherelicte ofthevntortunatly diſtifled.l 
tell aboord with kim with theſ. wor de. vir, I thinks 
you hauc heard of the hard fortune of the Buon-a- 
venture, who put into'your harbor this other night, 
hard! fauing her life, with loſe of all her goods, 
and {ome of her peoole . My fſcltc, with much 
ado well weather-beaten as you may (ec, with furnc 
Serv tat lic tick2 im thehaucn. got to lhorc, and am 

now 
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nc'v trauclling towards your city here before me. 
Loth Iam to enter into any bale courſe for my com- 
fort: but, if I might be beholding to your good ta- 
uour, in this tune of my diſtreile , gruing me your 
name withall, I doubt not it | live pbut either by my 
(clte, or my better friends, to find arime, either to re- 

uite or de{crue it, He ,a$ one whoſe beart was fo 
fue vp in his purlc, that he vnderſtood nothing but 
ware and money, attera har(h humme, or two, gaue 
ine this anſwer : Was there nothing ſaued of her 
goods I pray you * what was her fraught? Sir,quoth 
I, it was moſt filkes and ſpices, but ſome pearle, and 
money, more then would haue bene willingly loſt. 
Good commodities , quoth he; by my tay, a ſhrewd 
mitchance : Iam ory forye, I wouldI coulddoye 
good, but I am now in haſt going about alitle buſt- 
netle,and thrrefore I cannot ſand to ralke with you, 
God be with you; the rownc is hard before you, you 
will be there anon : Bur, if you have any icwels or 
pearle that you haue ſaued, I will giue you mony for 
ir, it | like it . Truly Sir, quoth I, 1ewels 1 have not 
many, onely two rings on my fingers,and thts brace- 
Ict ot peaile | have ſaucd : my bracelet coſt me a hun- 
dreth crownes , it itplcate you ro hauc it of the price 
colt, though againſt my will, T will part with it, 
With t!:at vpon his bottel red noſe he claps ona paiic 
of ipcctacles, and looking on my pearle, tound fault 
with the rouncneſle, and theclearenctile, and I know 
not what cl(c, till atthe Liſt, rhinking to make a gaine 
ot ny miſery , he offered me ten crownes : laying. 
that he had nonced of it; but rathct Mabe dickars 
ſhed of mony (being a ſtranger) he would aduenture 
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{> much on it : whercar, [ ſwallowing aſigh, and 
concealing my diſcontent, deſired him to pardon 
me, I hoped to find ſome of my countrimen in 
the city , that I would be as bold, as I might withall. 
Thus,with an idle word or two, did Lleauc this good 
old ocneleman, in whom how much I was, and ma- 
ny moe, nodoubt , have bene miſtaken, I referre to 
the iudgement of thoſe that can (pell him without 
booke,& may defireneuerto comencare him within 
booke. TT his was my third miſtaking : to take the ſha- 
dow of 1man, and the ſubſtance ot a moncy-bagge, 
withour charity,or humanite, by the hypocritical 
figure of grauitie, to be a creature of vndcrſtanding, 
aman of honour, anda bleſſed rclicucr of the mile 
rable. Loy. Alas how many thouſands are fo miſt. 
ken - Why, the blefled Saints holincile, the Mar- 
yrs faithfulneſſe, the Virgines purcneſle , and the 
prayers of theelect, I haue heard, and read of: but 
[ neuer heard of any richapparell , or chaines ſpoken 
of among them; for Godikievs from it. ſome ſay 
the diue!! hath a chaine wherein he leades a number 
into hell; but Thope ittsnot gold. I know not thar, 
but I thinke not, tor murtherers han in iron chaine« 
and therfore he wilnothe artcoſt with them. all al: We 
but how he doth with the courtrous, the |: che rous, 
and the ambirrus, thatknowerh God and not I. But 
(hall I ec!) vou turtcrot my miſtakings. Loy. Yes, 
for G4 fake, Por, Then Jet mr tell vou. Lov. | 
had fcarcelv 2 5t wrhinthegateSof rac city, but that 
itwas my hin tomoocteveithacount! rey n aan of mine « 
owne, and romewiint ot atance vntly me. I lis man 
at fiſt forrnn _ cadtramurmet mc im thatcity 
Promu!ng 
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promiſing meto bring meaccquainted with ſome 0- 
ther of iny country men,and that he would be = 
todo mcall the pleaſure he could : this did nota litle 
content me, hoping that for countrey, and kindreds 
ſake, I ſhould find no litle fiiendſhip. Burt after that 
hc had made me know three or toure of my country 
men, and brought me toan Inne, where for my mo- 
ny I mightlodge, neither inuiting me to dinner or 
ſupper, onely was content to take a cup of wine of 
me,and totell me that he hoped to drinke with me 
betore my going out of towne : thus was I miſtaken 
both in kin and countrcy , to hope of any comfort. 
Bur the next morning comming to a tailors houſe 
(which was likewiſe a countrey man of mine) I had 
no ſooner talked with the good man, about the paw- 
ning of my bracelet, and taking vp of ſome ſug 
for my apparell , bur his wifc in an inner roome , al- 
moſt as quicke of care as of tongue, with a wide ga- 
ping mouth came to vs with this greeting : Gotoo, 
goodman-goole, meddle with no pawning nor ta- 
king vp, you hauc payed inovugh tor playing the 
Foole, and yet will be an Aſſe (till - I pray you witc 
quorh 1e,be quict:and then tome, Truly gentieman, 
| would be glad to do you any pleaſure, but I haue 
ſuch a wife that 1 dare do nothing without her con- 
ſent: if you bring your ſtuffeI will do it you , as well 
and as good cheape as any man . Now , I that tooke 
hun = _ bene the maiſter of the houſe, was much 
miſtaken, for the woman ware the breeches , and he 
was to worke for the houle : when pitying the poore 
mans cafe, and much commending his parience,fory 
to thinke how 1 was miſtaken, 1 tooke another courle 
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for my contentment.I wasnot long in rowne betore 
I had learned how toturnepearle into gold,and gold 
into (iluer, and foto turnith aw telte of tuch necelas 
ries, as I found mo{t firt.ngt or my vic : when there 
pailed not many daycs betor- 1 tell vypon another 
fortunc, where] was as I was ill in cucry thing mi- 
ſtaken. Loy. I pray you tellit, we hauctimcinough, 
and I long to hearc1t. Por, I will tcl] you. 

It was my hap after that had done my deuotion 
in the Church, and holy places, paſſing through 
the ſtrectes, beholding as well the faire houlcs, as 
ſweete creatures at their doores-and windows ; to 
caſt minc eye vponavery artificiall taire, ſharpe wit- 
tcd, wanton eyed, and faire handed, {ſmall tooted, 
ſtraight bodicd, and, as I after found, ſmoot') roun- 
ged gentlewoman: I ſay gentle, for ſhe was lo gentle, 
that ſhe was as tamc,, as a litle filly, that had bene 
brought vp al by hand. This hine miſtretle, ld ſome 
hopetodo ſome good vpon, when ſetting a good 
faccon the matter, after a courteous (alutation [ fell 
to kiſſing of her hand: which ſhe endured with ſuch 
a plea(ing ſmile, as gaue mecauſe to proceed further 
in my papel I had not ſo ſoone beganne to go 
about her, but ſhe had me ateuery turnc, and in the 
midſt of my ralk wold be idling with aring,in which 
was a painted diamond, that I ware on my finger, 
which the would commend with wiſhing her hand 
worthic ſuch a tauour . Now l that hoped to haue 
found ſo gallant a wench, as tranckc handed , as free 
hearted, and as liberall for louc. as ready tor cnter- 
tainement, found that artificiall beauty , was but a 
(hadoxv, or rather couer of couctouſneilc, or an in- 

{trumcnr, 
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ſtrument of wit, rodraw on folly , intothe ruine of 
prodigality : ſo that, here I found my ſelfe ſo miſta- 
ken, that it made me afraid a long whilcafter, tobe 
butie with the female kind. Zor. In truth this was a 


_ prety miſtaking: but if ſhe had bene for you, and 


would haue miſtaken you for her husband,by whom 
vou might crattily hauc bene taken, and {0 bene ca- 
112d to Bride-well , or payed tor your pardon; what a 
taking woul-l vou then haue bin in? Doy.l know not, 
but tis berter,as it was: for as I toundirfol left it. I on- 
ly ſpenta few faire words ,butnota peny mony,tor [ 
would not pay tor my 1epentance: but ſo leauing her, 
as I tound her, with a Bazo /os mans, went about my 
other buſincſle: which I had not long followed, but 
I fell vpon another miſtaking. Lor. What may that 
be, if you can remember? Dory, I will tell you. 

It was my hap to heare ofa gallant ine that 
was to do a pecce of {cruice ypon a citicof the Turks, 
vnder whom who could get entertainement, might 
quickly purchaſe both honor and wealth . Now, my 
youth bing trained vp in armes, and my fortune 
talling vpon ſuch a point, it was not long before I 
made and got meancs of entertainement at the 
hands of this gallant ſouldier, of whom1 hopedto 
recciue the due of my _ p bur after that - had 
in many deſperate peeces of {eruice employed me, 
and faw in urn truc valour, that made him in the 
enuie of my good deſerts, feare ſome neare | —— 
towards his pride, in ſtead of aduancing my fortune, 


or rewarding my ſeruice, he ſtill putme vpon ſuch 

continnall exploits, as threatned eueric houre narow 

eſcape ofiny life, But in the end ſeeing his milerieto 
C 
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makea gaine 6f thoſe that did hum honor, handfaſted 
to the well deſeruing, and rather plotting the death, 
then aduancing the fortunes ot the valiant, gut 
meanes for my diſcharge from him;and (ory to think 
how I was miſtaken in him, as I tcl! you, I left hum : 
when I had notgone farre, but I light vpon anothc1 
miſtaking. Lor. And how I pray thee 7 if it be not 
troubleſome to thee to recite it, I pray thee let inc 
heare it. Dor. You ſhall. 


T he miilaking of « Divine. 


It was my hapinalitle field neare vnto a Church) 
in a countrey towne , tooucrtake a litle old man in 
agowne, a wide kaſſock, a night-cap, and a corner- 
Cap, by his habite ſeeming to be a Divine, of whom 
I was m hope to find that ſacred fruit of charity , that 
mightbe ſome comfortin iy returne: whom begin- 
ning to ſalute witha few Latine words : My fricnd, 
quoth he, do not deceiue your ſclfe, I vnderſtand 
not your Greeke, We here, that dwell tarre from the 
citie, and are not troubled with fine cares to our rea- 
ding, care for no more butto diſcharge our dutics in 
our places, I meane ofa Vicar, for I am no better: the 
Parſon isa man of greater place , and of faire poſle(- 
fions, who dwelletha great way hence,and therefore 
ſeldome comes into this countrey. I vic twiſe a yeare 
to bring him his rent, and perhaps a coun of Ca- 
pons againſt Chriſtmuſſe, for my Land-lady , and 
that is as much asthey look for. And for my pariſhio- 
ners, they arc a kind of people, that louc a pot of Ale 


better then a Pulpit, anda corne-ricke better then a 
Church- 
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Church-doore : who comming to divine ſervice, 
more for faſhion then deuotion,are contented atter a 
litle capping and knecling, coughing and ſpctring, to 
helpe me to ſing outa Plalme, and iIcepe at the {c- 
cond Lefſon,or awake to ſtand vpatthe Gotpeli,and 
fay Amen ar The peace of God, and (tay nl! the 
Bances of matrimonie be asked,or till the Clarke haue 
cryed apved ſtray bullocke, 2 blacke ſheepe or a gray 
mare: and then, tor that lome dweil farre off, be glad 
tobe gotten hometo dinner. Now wethat hauc no 
more luing then will hardly ferue to keepe a poore 
bouwle, are not in caſe, God helpe vs, to do any thing 
tor our poore brethren; and thertore my good friend 
trouble vs not with other ſpeech then we vnderſtand, 
leſt if you come afore the Conſtable, herake you tor 
ſome coniurer, and {o bring your ſclte to ſome trou- 
ble, which I would be ſoric to ſce: for truly you ſeeme 

a hand{om man;God hath done his part in you: God 
be with you. Oh Lord (thought I ) is this man pofli- 
blero be a Church-man , and knowerh fo litle what 
belongethto the Church * Well, this wasno litle mi. 
ſtaking - but going a litle further Jeauing this poore 
Sir Tenkin tro his mother rongue, I ouertooke a 
plaine fellowe to my ſecming, clad in a home-ſpun 
ierkin of rufſer wooll , a paire of cloſe breeches of 
the ſame, a falling band ſomewhat courſcr then 
fine Cambricke, a payre of wollen ſtockings, and a 
halfe boote, like a good high ſhooe. Now,this plaine 
outf1de, I gueſſed to be lined withno excellent ſtufte 
in theintide : and therefore ſomewhat more boldly 
then rudcly ſaluted him in this manner : Good fel- 
low, well ouertaken. You are welcome,quoth he:but 


_ 
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roclappe a man on the thoulder before you knowe 
him , 1s a point quite out of the rule of a!lgood 
mannetrs, at lcalt that ever Ieained . Alas, quoth I, 
goodinan clown, can your noſcabidenoicalt: Yes 
vir, quorth he, with my friends; but minc carcs haue 
no plcalure in a foole . This touching nic to0 NCArc 
the qu:cke, replycd againe: Oh fir, quori1T, then it 
your tric: ads be fooles you willthake bands with th;Tp 
bur a ſtraunger will put you out of patience. He litle 
moued herewith,(as it tcemed) made mc this antwe: : 
My tnend , I pray you keepe your wav, I wo!ld be 
oth to hinder your 'walke : but it 'yourpaſſion be no 
greatcr then my impatience, we thall not tall out 
for a trifle ., Bur Sir (quoth I) how might Itallin ci- 
ther with vour lclte, or ſuch another, tor a matter of 
good carne(t? It ſecmes youare a man of (cence, and 
had ! ! not giuen you cauſe of diſplcafure which I am 
fone for, | woldhauc acquainted you with {omnwhat, 
that by your 900d means,[ might perhaps be the bet- 
terfor, Truly tir Quoting my eſtatcis not ſuch as can 
make me bountifull to the beſt deſeruing, but lo farre 
as ditcretion will giue me leauc, Iw ould be glad to 
pleaſure a ſtranger. My houlſeis not far hence, buton 
the further ſide of this field; whither /it it may be no- 
great hindcranceto v ourtraudll)l wilintreat vour pa- 
rence t9 a pore pittance, andit un cuthcr im\ aduiſc, or 
better mcancsI may ſtead your defirc , you ſhall find 
that you donotlooketor z nothing that you thall pay 
for : and ſomewhat that perhaps 1 you ſha!l thanke mc 
for : and therefore, pray you beare me companie 
tor this niyhe ; ro morrow you ſhall rake vour tourney 
at your p \lcafure, This kind offer ( haut ng no rcalon 


ko) 
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to refuſe) I tooke moſt thankctully : and by the way 
after a tcw dilcourſes ot my fortunes, I acquainted 
him with the reſolution ot my intent ; which was, 
cuther to {cruc in the warres , orin Court, or topro- 
telle lome trade, or to followe my ſtudie. To 
which , I asked his aduice for my good, in all and 
cucry one of them : to which, as I propoundccd the 
queſtion,he made me this aunſiwer., And firſt, quoth 
hz, my triend, I am forte, by thete your difcourtes, to 
haue occaſton to callco mind the tolly of my youth, 
whick taught menothing in mine age, but the repen- 
tance of loit time: but tor that I haue tried fortune to 
the vteermoſt of her malice, andintheend am coine 
torthat you ſee, I would be glad ro tell you amerrie 
tale, how I was miſtaken in many covifes, betore I hit 
onthe right compatle: in which,it you can _— any 
thing tor your good , I (hall thinke it the beſt gaine 
thatl hauce made of it. Now hnding this vnlooked tor 
and vndeferucd kindnefle at his handes, and nothing 
more fitting the humour of rffy fortuneatthar time, 
I intreated 11im moſt hearttly,to make mein this firſt 
to be beholding to lInm. Whereupon, with a very |t- 
tlepreamble he tell into this plaine trot: I will tcl you, 

voth he,when I was vong as youarc,and hat as litle 
to carefor as you haue, being broghtvpathome with 
ealean! plentic, and wear:cot weltare, would taine 
hauc | know not what, whenhauing the world more 
at w:il, then wit trogoucrne my aftections,and a delire 
to{cc more then I could well carieaway,thinking my 
mothers beſt creame but bare milke ; and others thin- 
neſt milke, as good creame as might make butter; ta- 
king lcaue of no friend , and flattering my thoughts 


hs. 
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with fortune, I would to ſea forſooth , with a ſightof 
ſuch ſpirits, as (but that they looked like men) would 
hauc made poore people affraid of them : yer theſe 
were the men with whom (in more haſt then good 
ſpeed ) I muſt go loſe abroade what I had gotten at 
home . When, hoping to haue light on ſome good 
prize, | was taken priſoner with the enemic:of whom 
being ſtripe of that I had, with a few old ragges on my 
backe, among a few of my tellow {ailers that were ſet 
on ſhoreina poore taking, I found how | began to be 
miſtaken;to leaue the land tor the 1ea,and a {ate home 
for a ſtraunge harbour. But now on ſhore with my 
ood fellowes in fortune, euery man ſhifting for him- 
elfe, and I trying ſo many waics to the wood, that I 
loſt my ſelte in the plaine, wearie of doing nothing, 
began to look about me for my better profit: bur rY. 
were my crofles in all my courles , that I could neuer 
thrive till I gothome againe. Forto make an abridge- 
ment of a long tale, I will tel you: In courting I found 
more coſt then comfort; in warre, more danger then 
eaſe; in learning, more ſtudie then profit; in trafficke, 
more gaine then confcience , in ſervice, more paine 
then honour; in mariage, more care then quict , and 
in lone, more pleaſure then verrue : ſo that inall my 
courſes being a miſtaken, thar I found a crofſe to my 
comtort in euery of them, I fairely left the Courtier 
to his curteſ1es, the ſouldier to his marches , the ſcho- 
lerto his ſtudies, the merchautto his trathcke, the ma- 
ned man to his purgatorie,and the louer to his vanity: 
and home returned to my poore cottage that my pa- 
rents left me;and,as my witetels me, my ſonnes ſhall 
poſlef-after me. Here liucin a meanc courſe, con- 
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tent, and glad of Gods bleſſings, neuer in daunger to 
be miſtaken, becauſe I truſt only to experience: while 
doing honourto God, and following my buſineſſe, 
with the ſweatc of my browes,, I gaine the foode of 
my ſenſes, with my neceſlarie appurtenances . O my 
friend, belecue me, he that is contented is rich, while 
he that is rich is not contented: a litle ſufficeth nature, 
and excefle is but hurttull ; beaurie,but the inchaun- 
ter of wit; ambition, but the ouerthrow of vertuezco- 
uctouſneſle, the corrupter of conſcience; authoritie, 
the charge of care; pride,the kate of nature ; enuie,the 
nurſe of malice, and wrath,the inuenter of murther, 
ſloth, theloſle of time ; drunkennefle,the ſhame of na- 
ture; gluttonie, the ground of (ickneſle ; and lecherie, 
the fire of ſinne. Theſe notes when I had taken by the 
light of Gods grace,and obſcruation of times,lkeauing 
all extremities, I tooke this meane courſe fr 
though home be homely, ycrliuing qutetly and con- 
— I find it true, That he nl {crueth God har- 
tily, liuerh happily,and dieth ioy fully. Now my good 
friend, if I might aduiſe you for your good, I would 
wiſh you totake a ſtayed courſe, and lay away allrun- 
ning humours: looke home, loue home, Jiueat home, 
a ſmall aſſurance is better then a greathope ; anda litle 

fefſion, then a great poſlibilitie : and when a man 
bath of his owne, he neede not borrow ofhis neigh. 
bours. Trauell may be pleaſing, and ſcruice hopefull, 
trafficke gainefull,and wealth powerfull:buta conue- 
nient houſe, an honeſt patrimonie,a kind wife, obedi. 
ent children, faithfull ſeruants, and louing neighbors, 
make ſuch a commonwealth of contentment inthe 
true conccipt of a carctull vnderſtanding ; thata king 
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of a mote-hill, were berter then a lord ofa great huech, 
Oh, to {ce ina faire morning,ora Sunnic cucning,the 
lambes and rabbcts runne at bace, the birds billing, 
the fiſhes playing, and the lowers budding, who 
would not lcaue the drinking in an alc-houle, the 
wrangling in adicing houſe, the lying in a market,and 
the cheanng ina faire ; andthinke that the brightneſle 
of a faire day, doth put downeall the beauties of the 
world. ButI doubt I grow tedious, and therefore be- 
ing ſo nearc home, I will intreat your patience till we 
have wi a and onlyaflure you of a good welcom, 
to ſupply the want of better cheare . With this brea- 
king off his talke,he tooke me by the hand and led me 
into his houſe, the doore open, as vnfcarefull of 
theeues, or vnprouided for ſtrangers: where we were 
atthe entry ſaluted witha modeſt ſmile of a kind wite, 
humble courtclics of moſt ſweet children, due reuc- 
rence of comely ſeruants , and a table furniſhed for 
both the hoſt & a good gueſt. Here (though no inne) 
yet I tooke vp my lodging; where with the entertain. 
mentof much kindneſſe, having fcd both bodice and 
mind with ſuthcient comforts, with due thankes for al 
curteſics, I rooke leancof the whole tamilie,of whom 
in generall I receiued kindnefle . In the morningnot 
too carly , receiuing an extraordinane golden fauour, 
for a friendly farewcll, calling ro mind his diſcourſes 
of miſtaking , and noting mine owne croſſcs in my 
courſes: I tooke his counſell for my comtort,and with 
as mich fpecd as 1 could, leauing my trauc!l rurned c- 
ven faire home again. And thus much for this time of 
myrraucll. Now what ſay you of yours” forT am ſure 
you hauc not lued abvaicsathome. Zor.Oh tine tale, 


You 
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you were the beſt miſtaken in that man of all other: 
for, where you hoped well of other, you found the 
contrarie; but of hi you thought buthitle,and found 
much good. Burit is no rare thing: fora man may 
looke lice an owle,that hath inore wit then ten aſſes; 
and a woman may bride itlike a maide, that hath bene 
the mother of many children. A king in a play may be 
a begger fromthe ſtage, & a clowted (hoo may haue : 
a pare beyond all the pariſh . Oh,take heedof a wolfe 
in a lambes $kinne, andralke not of hawking, till you 
haue bene a Faulconer: for ifa man haue not his fiuc 
wits, he nay bea foole in foure of them. Bur, leſt you 
take my words fora leture, which may be more te- 
dious then pleaſing, I will alitle tell you of my trauel, 
and how I was taken in euery corner, Dor. Yea Str, 
now you ſpeake ſomewhat to the matter. If your ta- 
king were like my miſtaking, then perhaps we ſhould 
ſhake hands for our fortunes . But howſocuer it was, I 
pray you make me acquainted with it. Zor. I will,and 
hr{t you ſhall vnderſtand , that my firſt trauell being 
crofſe the ſeas, I was taken ſhort of my courſe, and by 
{traunge people caried toa (trange place: where being 
taken for no worſe then I was, was vſed no berter the 
| ſhould be. Bur after that I had got out of this taking, 
I t>orthwith fell ro deuiſe with my ſelfe, what courtc 
I ſhould tak* for my comfort. And firſt I would take 
vnon mctobe a Courtier, when I wouldbe1o gay, as y 


it honour attended ypon colours : but wiſe men ra- 
kinz me as I then was, but a foole, broughtme into 
{11c11 2 taking ; that what with loue,and what with fo- 
row, Trogke (uch paſſions , as brought me toa weake 
taking.And yet I was taken amongthe'belt for an ho- 
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neſt man, and a wel meaning.But in taking my court- 
ly courſe, my word was {o taken in cucry corner,and 
name ſo takenin every booke,that I grew ſo afraid 
of takers, that I durſtnotalmoſt go into any place tor 
feare of taking. Andtothinke of the ſundric kinds of 
raking, it is ſtrange tothinke,that any one thould be 
taken vp, and taken downe ſo many waics as I was . It 
I but courteda wench , I was taken for a wencher , if 
I talked merily, I wastaken fora ieſter;if 1 looked (ad 
ly,I was tak& for a (pic; if I were liberal, for a prodigal; 
if thriftie, for a nudge; if valiant,a quarcller, if patient, 
a coward, if rich,wilc; if poorc,a foolc : {o that they, 
who knew not how to take any thing as it ſhould be, 
tooke me to be any thing that they would haue me to 
be. Butthis was not caough: for it I gaue my word, 1 
was taken for aſurctie ; it I brake it, I was taken fora 
banck-rupt ; if I kept it, I was taken for a lilly fellow; 
if I talked of a diſcaſe, I was taken for a Phiſitian .if of 
a caſe, a Lawyer ; it ofarmes, a Caprainc; it of rcligi. 
on,at leaſt a Doctor: ſo that(as I ſaid before )I was ta- 
ken ſo many waics, that I knew not well which way 
to take my {clte . But beyond all theſe, not oncly m 
ſelfe was thus taken to be this and that : but my horfe 
was tak© poſt, my purſe was taken priſoner, my word 
was taken hold of; and what was I, or had I, but was 
either taken vpor downe: my horſe was taken vp,my 
purſe was taken downe; my word was taken vp, my 
mind was taken downe : in bricfe, you could not be 
more miſtaken in any thing, then I was taken for euc- 
ry thing.Burt leſt you ſhould think I would chop Lo- 
geicke with you , or thinke much of my breath in tel. 
ling of a long tale, Lwill tell you, how I had like to 
halle 


A merrie Dialogae. 21 
haue bene taken napping . Going toan Ordinarie to 
dinner with a triend of mine, who had bene with me 
atthe taking vp of a lirle money, no ſooner we were 
entred into the houſe and ſcarce ſet downe to a table, 
ſhortabouc an houre for couering towards ſupper, 
but we were taken vp forareſt at Pumero : when be- 
ing taken for a gameſter, [ had the tricke put ypon me; 
which no ſoonerT efpied, but _—y gota final reſt 
or two, fainingan —— tooke occaſion 
toleauc off; for which cauſe I was taken for a cheater. 
Which feting ſome of that place, who taking me for 
a tine fin-gred compamion,tela bord with me for afi- 
ſtance and aduiſe, (o farre thar atlaſt, in an aſſurance 
of my fidelitic ro them, and villanietoall the world 
beſides, they put a ſum of money into my hands to 
go to play with, Which money I no ſooner was mat 
[ter of, but the wind feruing well, andI inreadineſſc 
to be gone, in the (till time of the night, got means to 
ſhip my ſelfe for Roane: where being a ſtraunger, I was 
to take what courſe | well could for my cofort. Where 
noſooner I was arrived, but I ſmiled to thinke how I 
had oucrtooke my takers . Now comming to Roexe, 
and finding diſcaſcs fo rife, thatan honeſt Phiſitian 
might ſet his Apothecaric well on worke, I madea 
ſhew with a litle Allume and Copreſle, to perſwade 
ſuch wonders of my art or ſtudie;that who would not 
cive me a good fee for a fore finger? Oh, healing but 
a \Vhitloe on a Lords thumbe, andthe crampe in a 
| adies finger, I went forthe cunning man, that 
had a cure for all diſcafes . So that there was not a 
young wench that would haue achild ; a young man 
that was weak No vacked : an old fir that was deafe 
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noran old Grandam blind; but would ſcck to me for 
remcdie. By rcalon wherot, I camc to tlic knowledge 
of (ome ſecrets, that made me ſougl:t to faire and 
ncare. To be thort, I was taken tor ſuch a Þiifinangtla 
I cooke no licle profit of my patients . Butle (t wy $k1ll 
would bc delcryed, and lomy prot. ſion diferewut, [ 
turned all my gettings wto guld, wich Iihipr with 
my lclte tor Antwerpe. Burill gotten, il! tpcnc; cc [ 
came halt: way oucr fea, I wastaken priſoner by a py - 
ratc, who attcr he had taken my goods, Kept nie 1 
hold for my raunſome: which hauins paycd,ard got- 
ren away, take me cueratter that what tiicy would, [ 
would take no prot. flion ypon me; but raking the 
world as I could , I would thinke to vic itas I had rca- 
lon, And thus much tor my two fiſt takings , Now, 
recoueriag my loſſes alweal as my wits and fortune 
would giueme lcaue, I began to rake an humour of 
lLouc, andby a litle cl>quence and fine oiſhaulation, 
to 99 about (as Itook het) acicature of more beautc 
then wit; and ralke,then honeſtic. Tobc hort,f]1c was 
of the duubtiullgender,the common of two or thre c 
(cores, or hundreds, I knory not whether, Now, this 
t/le-rimcs miſtrelle I would hauc 2 king. boute with- 
all, tolec it my witcould hclpemy purſe in going vc. 

yond the wiles ofa woman: bur whule I (twod garing 
on her locring eyes fſheſoftolcaway my heart with a 
vainc attcction, thattorell you touth, I was takon in 

lou, and that ſo faſt, as thatto take hold of her kind. 

neſſe, !h:rooke hold of my caſt . For if the but ſpake 
of that the liked, uf my purte could purchaſe it, the 
was {arc to havent: fothat inal.lc time, Nc rooke my 
kindncle fo kindly, that I was countcd the kindeſt 

mar 
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man(I will not ſay, foole) in the world.Oh,I was not 
onely lo taken, but fo oucrtaken with this taking-mi. 
ſtrelle, that ſhe brought me into ſuch a taking, as is 
ſcarce worth the talking of. Oh mine cycs were ſora. 
ken with bcautie,, my heart with vanitie, my wits 
with tolly, and my purſe with prodigalitic ; that had 
I nor ot ſooner left this taker, Thad lcfr nothing for 
taking. Now fir,bcing thus wearic of my loue-taking, 
Or my taking loucr \] beg: into bethink me w hat courſe 
I were beſt torake for my comfort: when finding ma- 
ny malitious people, that could not live quictly with 
their neighbours, ſpend much mony to litle purpoſe, 
and fo feed the Law yers with fecs, that they lcft their 
purſcs without money : I began tothinke; thatalirle 
ſtudicinthelaw , would gainc much goodin a com- 
monwealth. VV hcrupon, Witt cc 
I cor mc into thc formall ourfide of a tolly tellow; and 
for the better countenanceto wy credite, furniſhed 
my ſtudic with morc bookes, thcnThad cithcrtimeto 
1cade, or wit to mas nc, Vhen having gotten ac- 
quaintance with {ome ſetters for clients, rut; bing ouer 
my poorc French © haut re L::ion before mc, "anda 
booke« hc <Iknow no: of whoſe ritins, I would 
ſet on {ach IT unſriling cCOuntena Ince, 2s it Ihadbin 
at tlic barre, befor. I know the hall : when. what with 
the multitude of Client and colden fees, I made ſuch 
a aincof my 0 iſlcn. bling, that nerca Lawyer of my 
ſtand ng, Lut I cari edit © Cranc fiom hi im, man and 
mattcrand all. In "2 h = thriving courſe, I had 
notconinucd! long, but that bct ino found by my lear. 
nin2\nlitr, opleate forab lacke pudding , | was taken 
for a p.tti-fogacr, and not ſogood as apoore Clarke; 
I” 3 
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ſo that my condition being found to be butapraQtiſcr 
with cunning, to trouble the quiet of hone(t people, - 
for fearc of being turnedouer the barre, I was faine to 
turne my compaſle to another courſe.But to tell you, 
during the time of my profeſſion , how honeſt a man 
I was taken among knaues,and how contraric among 
honeſt men, I would beloth to haue notice taken: tor 
indeed I was rathera bench-whiſtler, then a bencher; 
and morc meete (for my good conſcience \ to be ar- 
raignedat the barre, then topleade at a barrc . But as I 
ſaid before , leſt I ſhould beraken for that I tru!;; was, 
Lett that courſe, and tooke another inuention by the 
back. Ifgot mc into acountnie where I was vnknown, 
and there hoping that men that ſought ro win hea- 
uen by their good deedes, would ſurely cniich me 
with their charitic : I begantoconnterfeit a difcaled 
creature , and ſceming with the ructull countcnance 
thatI could frame for the purpoſe, I would {o moue 
the hearts, and picke the purſes of kind people, that [ 
doubted not in time togrow a wealthy begocr . And 
with this inuention I went forward, nl!, attcr that I 
had ſolong followed my profeſſion, that my bneta 

ors grew wearic ot their hberalitic : it fel] out by 
good,orill hap rather,thatI chaunced to bcg of a very 
neat and handſome man,who ſ:emed by his mild ci e 
to hauca heart pitiful! tothe diſtreſſed. But he more 
cunning to price into theknauery of my diflembliny, 
then to curc me of my dileaſe, it I had had any. asked 
me of my paine, and how long T had bene diſcalc). 
Which avhcn I hag intruty tld hin, hoc willed me to 
come home to him; andhiewould vndertake to hoa! 
me.Oh hovw lad I foometardss kindnefT. . and p! 
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miſcdto waite vpon him, with many humble thanks, 
But feating thus my vndertaker ſhould fo ouertake me 
in caking me napping in my knauene, Ifairely rooke 
my way out of the towne,and ncuer came within the 
gatcs attcr. Thus was I almoſt voucrtaken with a wa- 
ter, before ] had made my tice burne halfe kindly. To 
be thort, if I ſhould tell you all the courſes that I haue 
taken and how I hauc benc taken in cuery of them, 1 
ſhould make youthinke all your miſtaking but arrifle, 
in compariſon of many a miſerable taking that 1 hauc 
benein, D#r. Why man, fo long as you neuer tooke 
any courſe ſo tarre out of compaſle, but you could 
guefle whereabouts you were; nor cucr went ſo farre 
any way, but you could find thew ay home againe: 
let vs take hands togerhier Lk g00d fricnds, and take 
all well chat hath hit wcll | and warning by that hath 
talneamuile, to tollow {uch a toilc any tunther . Loy. 
You tay well, but yet cic I n 1akeafullend, I will rel] 

vouhow kindly I was entertained ina place, that by 
chaunce 1 tooke \p for my lodging; where being ta- 
ken as indeed I was, a man of more honeſtie then wit, 
and kindnctle then wealth : after good chcare and 
v elcomcthc £00 Iman of the houlc raking me aſide, 
CgANNC tO reac! ic me ti:ts honeſt leſſon: Ny fiiend, 
qu xXth he, tor tlat Irake you for a man - that good 
diſpoſition, that will tak an! thing weil that 15 well 
meant; lt mc tell you, there be many menin the 
world, a tl mittaking theright coule of diſere 
tON, 1Unac {uch wild coutcs as b:ingm any of them 
info n nany pititull takit NQs . Soom no {ooner come 
kc) Fi land, bur they take vp their rentes aforc 
the day fo long , that they arc rea6:eto make anewe 
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taking foran old matter : other take money for leaſes, 
er. thiy knowe —_— mac *$: other take 
moncy tor their landes, ere thry well knowe the 
Sum! naric ot their rentes . "Al theſe a -— _— 
raken p:iloners,, ether with the hoart-2ch tor want 
of money; or the headc-ach, tor want of witte, 
And,tor many of themrhey are taken cither with the 
begger, the theete, the cheater, or the foovle. Some 
when they haue nothing totake to,w:!! rake a wife to 
helpc torward a mit {hicte, or mend an ill marrer, bur 
ſucha one may hapto take a wrong ſow by the care, 
that may bit ehim by the fingers for his labor: another 
perhaps takes vpon him to be a Phiſitian , Or 2 Sur. 
gcon, and witha pill andapiaiſtcr, makes profeſſion 
of great wonders . Now he with taking vpon Kim 
much gill, tak v5 mu nmney y andri 1012: of, r want 
of knowledee, or thr »uch cratty villany he 1s deter- 
mined tomakea 1 gaine othi+ patient, he will one day 
give him eaſe, 2nd another dav rorment, as he finds 
the nature of his purte, in ſtead of his pulſes . Now, 
is 1t not pitty, burthat ſuch a horſe- leech were taken 
and hanged , thatto make a gaince of oricte, will bring 
any Chr rftian aro ſucha taking” Lor. O Lord. is it 
Pp Able. thi eh re 15any ſuch creature in the wor! ld, 
that by {9 div {a nature will their himielte ſach a 
d:y* Dor, lo »9 many,bur gtucine leauc 2 lite, Some 
tikevponthem tobe Dine, winch only make the 
na nc of Goda chakefor the: r knaiwonse: bat thod 
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ean ſcarce reade any other names, thenare written in 
their Eaſter bookes, is it not pity, but their places 
were taken from them, and e g1ucn to them that cou 
and would take more carefull paines in them? Lor, 
take it (0: but there 15 ſuch ſtraunge takings and takers 
in the world, that, if God did nottake the more mer. 
cy on them, ſurcly the divell would take away a great 
many of them : bur let them go. Dor. There are 0- 
ther that will take vpon them to be Lawyers: & theſe 
hauing (carceread a line of Littleton, onely acquain- 
ted with a common caſe, cither in the waſculine or 
the feminine gender , w ill era ſolemne countenance 
vpon the matter, and taking money inough for fees, 
will bring poore clientsinto ſucha raking; that,if they 
perceiue not the ſooner, how theyare taken with the 
toole, they wil feele thelclues too late to be take with 
the begger. Now,theſe kind of inturious priuy pro- 
fc{ſors of the Law will take of all hands in all matters, 
and when they are taken napping with the matter, 
they take ſmall hearts-gricfe at any puniſhinent that 
doth befall them . Now, is it not pitty that ſuch 
perty-toggers, as will pry into mens titles, pleade 
on both ſides, and rake all they can come by , were 
nottaken from the barre, throwne over the barre,and 
barred for cuer comming moreat a bar? Ler.Yea,me 
thinkes it isa great ſcandall tothe Law , that ſuch an 
offendor of the Law, as ſo abaſeth the Law, ſhould 
not be more ſharply puniſhed by the Law. D or. You 
fay well, butlet me tell you a little more of rakers. 
There arc other,that if they can write Item fora yeard 
of Satren, a halfe elle and quarter of Taffety,fold vp a 
pecce ot Grogeram, aske what lacke you, and ſcll an 
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elle of Siprous, why he takes himlclfe to be a Mer 
chant,and that of no meaneaccount in his pariſh. Bue 
let him be, it he can makeagaine of a countenance, . 
he is worthy to liue by his wit : but, if he can take vp 
warcs or mony vpon dayes, not caring tor the pay- 
ment, till he haue enriched himſclte with other mens 
goods, and vpona ſudden take Lud-gatc, and pay 
them with the banck-rupt is it nor pitty, but that he 
who ſo abuſcth the credite ofa Merchant, ſhould be 
baniſhed for cuer comming more into the city? Loy, 
Alas, ifa poore Gentleman breake day , in the pay- 
ment of torty ſhillings , the Sergeants will take him 
poop, and all therowne will rake him tor a thitter : 
ut God bleſſe me outoffuch rakings. Dor. Well, 
chere are [0 many ill rakers,tlzat it is pitty there are no 
berter orders taken with them, but let them go. Now 
there are ſome that take al that comes,rill being taken 
napping,the hangman taketh order with theu cloths. 
Other take another mans wite for their own, that be- 
ing taken with the matter, either fall intoa pititull ra- 
king for their knauery,or make their purics rake order 
for their deliuery. All theſe with many more, are wic- 
ked courſes to be taken. Bur to leauc 21! occaſions of 
ull raking: take a good courle, ſeruc God , rake a bit at 
home, rather thena banquet abroad , and water ot 
thine owne,then wine of anothers:take account with 
thinecſtate forthe defraying ot thy charge, take no 
rentbefore the dav,takenocounſcll with the wicked, 
ake no pleaſure invanity, leſt when you want that is 
neceſſary , you receiue comfort with {orow, or de- 
ſpaire in miſcric : rak* nota wife without wealth, for 
it will helpe to hold loue; nor without wit, for there 
is 
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15 noplague toa touole ; nor without grace, foritis a 
heck to be tcalous; nor withor: tbcauty , for ry CIC IS NO 
pleaſure in det mity; nor w ithout cduca'ton , fora 
{ſlut will be noziome , and anouiceidlc; take her not 
too old tor conicience lake nor too your: tor thritrs 
ſake; take knowledge of her, ere you louc cr, left if 
you bc miſtaken, you w creberterto be without her. 
Andlaſt of all, take hced of aw hore, a paire of dice, 
; | peg pandor,a chcater, a Aarrerer, anda promo- 
r. Take a Courtter tor a ftineman, a Lawyc for a 
wile man, a Souldicr tera valiant man, a Diuine tor 
a lcarned man, a Mc 1chantforarich man, acl»wne 
for a painetull man, anda bcegeger tor a poore man: 
but tor an honeſt man, rake him as you find tum , in 
what cltatc tocucr hc bc : lIfhebeina great one,giue 
him honour, ifin a meanc one,giue hin praiſe. Now 
if you hnd wealth, valour, witedome , learning , la- 
bour, and ho! ieſty allinone man : note him tor a 
rar eman, and rakc him forthcbeſt man. Bur,becauſe 
in many it falleth out, that wealth cauſeth pride; wir, 
cammng learning, pollicy; .valor,dilcord;paines,gnc fe. 
and pouerty, muſery : rake good notice of eucry man 
that vou hauc todeale withall , and haue to doe with 
as few as vou can. And tor an end, ifa good occafion 
may hetaken. flip it nor; if a good gift may be taken, 
refuſe it not : and if you haue takena good courſe, 
leauc itnot. Take God for thy chicte good, thy wit 
for thy ſeruant, thy witc tor thy companion, and thy 
chil#rcn for thy comfort : and what thou. haſt, rake 
patiently and thanktully . So, ſhalt thou be tine at 
the count-raking of all the world, thou halt be taken 
into theioves euctlaſting. This rule was I taughtto 
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take by tacm., whom | wltiy rooke, and truly ound 
my good tricnds, So my god tncnd, tor that I take 
a gcllcot a gratious diſpotinton in you, that you will 
not rake tcorneota linall gittot a poore trend ©: tet 
me 1ntrcate you to take your lup pct and lodging v- 
Pp mM my Cat ine, and this Peececc Of gold tow ads the 
detraying of your turther charges. Thus when] had 
thankful ly taken lus kind offer, and further had well 
taken to inemory his good admoruti ns, I tooke my 
leauc of him, and according to his countclltooke my 
way home againe: where, how hap pie It ould hold 
my ſclfc to cnioy your company , | thall make you 
know by that you find. Dor, Oh Sir, you haue got 
the (tart of mc, it was the fute I incant to hauc mauc 
ro you : butfince atis vour tortune tobe atore me, I 
am at your will to bc dipoſed. Dor.S'1,complements 
are lo common , that they be of 1: nall acco! unr, an 
theretore | will fay butthis : Clu; VOur OWNC time; 
and make your ozwne welcome. Loy. It I can re- 
quite you, I will not forget you , and ct t this ſuthce 
you : ſhortl, [ hope t9 ſec you, I will alwaycs loue 
you, and with I could euer bewnh you. Det \Vhat? 
ſhall we liauc old aduerbes? As in ab{cnce you may 
ſec mce, fo in (il:nceyou may heare mc - I pray you 
Deare me company, home, and 1 will br ino youhalfe 
Way backs againe. Cor, Indeed hours 210 good a- 
mong ciphers: buthoneſt minds tauc plunc roungs, 
and ticretore notto denact tune. | ainat t Your 

dircaion. or. Ithanke you: 
[.ctvs go. 


FINIS. 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COPY IN THE 


HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY 


FOR REFERENCE ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION 


